
    

Robert Pantutun, deacon of Mota in the Banks Group in Vanuatu (formerly New Hebrides), Melanesia, died in 1910.

Robert Pantutun of Mota Island was ordained deacon 17 Nov 1872 in “Pitcairn church” (All Saints, Norfolk Island). According to Bishop H. H. 
Montgomery of Auckland, The Light of Melanesia: A Record of Fifty Years’ Mission Work in the South Seas (New York: E. S. Gorham, 1904):
“In 1883 the Rev. E. Wogale died at Vipaka, on the island of Lo, where the first school had been opened. In the next year Robert Pantutun 
began work here.” 

He is a Mota man, though his wife is a native of Lo. The bishop also took some boys with him, in 1880, to Norfolk Island. Two of these were 
brothers, and are now teachers, William Wulenew and Ernest Tughur. Robert Pantutun is a deacon. He was one of Bishop [John Coleridge] 
Patteson’s earliest scholars, and has been a steady worker for years. His son John is in this year (1892) the organist of the chapel at Norfolk 
Island, and most striking it is to watch a Melanesian in that beautiful little church, a boy with frizzly head and bare feet, making full use of the 
pedals, and playing with taste and feeling the music of most of the great composers of sacred music. It can easily be realized what a 
deprivation it is to these native organists when they return to their homes as teachers, and are debarred from the use of musical instruments, 
for no harmonium has yet been invented which will stand the damp and the insect pests of these tropical islands. . . .

“One hot and brilliant morning I landed at Vava, and made the acquaintance of the Rev. Robert Pantutun. . . . The road up to the village was 
broad and open, according to the custom of the people, for the sake of their burial rites. The church in this village is beautifully built, and is 
perhaps better appointed than any in these parts. Mr. Robin was away, and therefore there were no confirmations, but upon our return 
Robert Pantutun hoped to present a class of adults for baptism.”

From Deacon Gene Bourquin, May 2021, via Facebook


