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The Degree of Doctor of Divinity (Honoris Causa)

It is a great honour and privilege to introduce to you the Revd. Canon Deacon Dr. David Michael Jackson, 
Commander of the Royal Victorian Order (CVO), Saskatchewan Order of Merit (SOM), Canadian Forces’ 
Decoration (CD). Michael is a Canadian citizen, resident of Saskatchewan since 1976.  He is married to Helen 
Mary (MacLean) and they have three children and six granddaughters.  

Mr. Jackson was chief of protocol of the Province of Saskatchewan for 25 years and public affairs officer in the 
Army Reserve for twelve years, retiring with the rank of Major. Furthermore, with a doctorate in French literature 
from the University of Caen in France, he is a certified French-English translator, an experienced conference 
interpreter, and an occasional court interpreter. Michael’s incredible contribution to public life in Saskatchewan 
has already been recognized in many ways by the Queen and by this Province. But for the purposes of this 
honorary doctorate, the particular field of Michael’s endeavour  is in the area of his outstanding local, national, 
international and ecumenical contribution to the vocational diaconate in the Church today.

Ordained to the vocational diaconate in 1977, Michael is the longest-serving deacon in the Anglican Church of 
Canada. Through those years he has modelled, advocated for, and exemplified the equal and distinct order of the 
vocational deacon, to a Church that for centuries was largely ignorant of, or indifferent to, the unique role and 
function a deacon is called to in the threefold ministries of its clergy.  Through all his 44 years as a deacon it has 
been Michael’s consistent and persistent advocacy that has seen, in more recent years, a revival of this unique 
order.  

Michael has been like one of the Queen’s corgis, nipping at the heels of the ecclesial hierarchy and establishment, 
waking up the Church to the deacon’s historic roots, liturgical functional importance and prophetic and particular 
call, to and for, the poor and outcast. A reawakening that, in more recent years, has seen the re-establishment of 
the vocational diaconate in a variety of denominations, including the Anglican Church of Canada.   

Deacon Michael is a Canon of the Diocese of Qu’Appelle and assistant at St. Paul’s Cathedral, Regina, roles he 
serves with great distinction. He is author of two online studies, The Diaconate Renewed:   Sacrament, Word and 
Service and The Deacon in the Worshipping Community.  He facilitates an international ecumenical network of 
deacons and is a reviewer of many diaconal publications. 

Canon Jackson coordinated the 2018 International Anglican–Roman Catholic & Ukrainian Catholic Conference 
on the Diaconate at Campion College, University of Regina, and edited the book based on that conference, 
published in 2019 by Sacristy Press, Durham, UK:  The Diaconate in Ecumenical Perspective.  Clearly Michael 
is a distinguished deacon of the Anglican Communion. He continues to give outstanding service ecumenically, 
and to the Anglican Church, demonstrating over many years in the Diocese of Qu’Appelle and beyond an 
extraordinary and exemplary ministry. 

Eminent Chancellor, I present to you the claims of Deacon David Michael Jackson and ask you to carry out the 
resolution of the Senate of the University of Emmanuel College, and confer upon him the degree of Doctor of 
Divinity (Honoris Causa).
         + Robert Hardwick
         Bishop of Qu’Appelle
May 7, 2021


