Litany for the End of a Diaconal Ministry
Deacon
In ______ of _________ I was assigned by Bishop Rickel to _______________, _________, WA.  With God’s help and to the best of my abilities, I have exercised with your trust my diaconal responsibilities and privileges.


After much prayer and careful consideration and with the approval of Bishop Rickel it is time for me to leave ________________; therefore, I publicly state that my assignment by Bishop Rickel as deacon of this parish officially ends this day, _________________, 2013.

Presider
Do you the people of ____________________ recognize and accept the conclusion of this ministry relationship?

People:

We do

Deacon presents the warden(s) a letter of resignation, the Gospel book, and the keys to the parish

Deacon
I present to you this letter of resignation signifying the end of this ministry relationship.

Warden
I receive your letter.

Deacon
I present to you this Gospel book that represents one of my primary roles as the deacon – to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ and call the people forth to do his work.

Warden
I receive this Gospel book

Deacon
I present to you the keys of this parish that were given to me in trust that the doors would remain open to all people.

Warden
I receive these keys.

The departing deacon and the congregation then say together the following prayers

Lord, we have been bound together for a time as deacon and people to work for the advancement of your kingdom in this place:  We give you humble and hearty thanks for the ministry which we have shared these years now past.

Silence

We thank you for your never-failing presence with us through these past years and for the deeper knowledge of you and of each other which we have attained.

Silence

We thank you for those who have been joined to Christ’s family through baptism.  We thank you for your opening our hearts and minds again and again to your Word and for feeding us abundantly with the Sacrament of the Body and Blood of your Son.

Silence

Now, we pray, be with those who leave and with those who stay; and grant that all, by drawing ever nearer to you, may always be close to each other in the communion of your saints.  All this we ask for the sake of Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.  Amen.

Departing deacon offers the peace
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