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LAW ENFORCEMENT AND SANCTUARY CITIES
“We encourage everyone to communicate with Bozeman police officers without fear of
inquiry regarding their immigration status. “
Federal law does not require the states or local police agencies to enforce immigration
laws nor does it give the states or local agencies the clear authority to act in the area of
immigration.
The decisions related to how local law enforcement agencies allocate their resources,
direct their workforce and define the duties of their employees to best serve and protect
their communities should be left in the control of state and local governments.
Local police agencies must balance any decision to enforce federal immigration laws
with their daily mission of protecting and serving diverse communities, while taking into
account: limited resources; the complexity of immigration laws; limitations on authority
to enforce; risk of civil liability for immigration enforcement activities and the clear need
to foster the trust and cooperation from the public including members of immigrant
communities.
Assistance and cooperation from immigrant communities is especially important when
an immigrant, whether documented or undocumented, is the victim of or witness to a
crime. These persons must be encouraged to file reports and come forward with
information. Their cooperation is needed to prevent and solve crimes and maintain
public order, safety, and security in the whole community.
Local police contacts in immigrant communities are important as well in the area of
intelligence gathering to prevent future terroristic attacks and strengthen homeland
security.
Immigration enforcement by local police would likely negatively effect and undermine
the level of trust and cooperation between local police and immigrant communities. If
the undocumented immigrant’s primary concern is that they will be deported or
subjected to an immigration status investigation, then they will not come forward and
provide needed assistance and cooperation.
Distrust and fear of contacting or assisting the police would develop among legal
immigrants as well. Undoubtedly legal immigrants would avoid contact with the police
for fear that they themselves or undocumented family members or friends may become
subject to immigration enforcement.

Without assurances that contact with the police would not result in purely civil
immigration enforcement action, the hard won trust, communication and cooperation
from the immigrant community would disappear. Such a divide between the local police
and immigrant groups would result in increased crime against immigrants and in the
broader community, create a class of silent victims and eliminate the potential for
assistance from immigrants in solving crimes or preventing future terroristic acts.
Immigration violations are different from the typical criminal offenses that patrol officers
face every day on their local beats. The law enforcement activities of local police
officers revolve around crimes such as murder, assaults, narcotics, robberies,
burglaries, domestic violence, traffic violations and the myriad of other criminal matters
they handle on a regular basis.
Federal immigration laws are extremely complicated in that they involve both civil and
criminal aspects. The federal government and its designated agencies such as I.C.E.
and the Department of Justice have clear authority and responsibility to regulate and
enforce immigration laws…
The specific immigration status of any particular person can vary greatly and whether
they are in fact in violation of the complex federal immigration regulations would be very
difficult if not almost impossible for the average patrol officer to determine. At this time
local police agencies are ill equipped in terms of training, experience and resources to
delve into the complicated area of immigration enforcement.

