
AUGUST 2017

The Lighthouse   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1
From AED’s President   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2
From AED’s Executive Director  .  .  .  . 3
Festival of Homiletics  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 4
Ordination Homily  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 6
Summer Camp Aids Latino Families 8
Detainees Treated Worse Than Dogs 9
Fund for the Diaconate  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 10
Virtual Prayer Vigil  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 11
Diocese of St. Ives  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 13
AED Board Report  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 14
Newly Ordained  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 16

After waiting nearly an hour to see him, his name was called and I took 
my seat in the visiting carrel and picked up the phone . Before I could 
even say “hello” to the person on the other side of the plexiglass barrier, 
Peter exclaimed that I was his guardian angel . “You are my first and only 
visitor in the nine months I have been in detention,” he said . “And today 
I received my asylum – that makes you my guardian angel!” I glanced at 

my watch and saw that it was closing in on 5 PM and it was getting dark outside . “Where will 
you go?” I asked . “I don’t know,” he said, his face still beaming with light .
As I walked to my car, I had a pit of worry in my stomach . What would become of Peter, I 

worried, when he walked away from the jail in mere hours? It was later that evening, in the still 
of the night, that the vision of The Lighthouse came to me and I knew that I was called to help 
find a way to provide housing for post-release asylees .
I approached Sally Pillay, Program Director of First Friends of NY and NJ to see if she would be 

interested in partnering with us on the project, and we put together a plan to create housing in 
an unused part of Incarnation’s Parish House .
The Priest-in-Charge, Vestry and people of Church of the 

Incarnation were thrilled to host The Lighthouse, and the process 
of transforming the designated space in the Parish House began . 
Parishioners from Church of the Incarnation, St . Paul’s in Bergen and 
Grace Church Van Vorst, together with other volunteers from the 
Jersey City community, came together to clean, sort, lug and paint 
the space that would become The Lighthouse at Church of the Incarnation – a house filled with 
the light and love of Jesus Christ, and a beacon of light and hope in the darkness . In all, more 
than 100 people joined in the effort to bring The Lighthouse into being .
On Saturday, March 4, we welcomed its first group of asylees – four men from Ethiopia, Syria, 

and Honduras, and one woman from Burkina Faso . Within days the group has become a true 
family, and I am blessed to be a part of it .
Dr . Roxanne Johnson, vestry clerk at Church of the Incarnation Continued on page 5
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By Deacon Jill Singleton 

The Lighthouse 

for Asylees
The Lighthouse
OPENING

The vision for The Lighthouse came to me after 

visiting a man in detention at the Hudson County 

Correctional Facility. I was a new volunteer with 

First Friends of NY and NJ, and I was assigned 

to a man named Peter. 

Written for the Diocese of Newark. 
Reprinted by permission.

“There are many ways to 
say no to injustice...one of 
the most important ways 
is by rolling up our sleeves 
and coming together and 
doing something together.”
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Episcopal Latino Ministry
By Deacon Maureen-elizaBeth hagen

FroM aeD’S PreSiDent 

ENGAGING THE DIAKONIA OF ALL BELIEVERS

ASSOCIATION FOR 
EPISCOPAL DEACONS

•  Editorial: People with disabilities shouldn’t have to leave town because they can’t afford a 
home, by Deacon Diane Riley

• Editorial: A dream among Cleveland’s most distressed citizens, by Deacon Lydia Bailey
• Free Listening - Deacon Mary Lee Wile offers strangers the gift of listening
• A plea to Alabama residents to help “Ban the Box”, by Deacon Edward Richards
•  Sanctuary in the streets  - When you can’t get to the church, how can we bring the 

congregation to the house? 
• MOMS spring update - by Deacons Trish Ross and Chris McManus
• Deacon Wally Eamer helped broker peace in the forests of British Columbia

News to share about deacons in your diocese?  
Send it to Deacon Anne at communications@episcopaldeacons.org

NEWSONLINE
Find links to these stories at www.episcopaldeacons.org/diakoneo-magazine. Read more 
stories like these in Deacon Update. Sign up at www.episcopaldeacons.org/.

AED ON SOCIAL MEDIA
•  Facebook Page & Group
•  Monthly enews Deacon Update  

Sign up at episcopaldeacons.org
•  Young Episcopal Deacons at youngdeacons .net
•  Anglodeacons Group at groups .yahoo .com/

neo/groups/anglodeacons/info
• Twitter: @EpiscoDcns

Beloved of God, I write you from the campus of the Seminary 
of the Southwest where I am attending a fantastic 9-day course, 
Episcopal Latino Ministry Competency, which has its origins in 
A086, a resolution AED supported at General Convention in 
2015 . For the past few years, AED has promoted diakonia in the 
Latino community and we have sought to increase the number 
of Latino and Spanish-speaking deacons . Many of us have also 
become active in advocating for the rights of immigrants and 
asylum seekers . As deacons, how do we enlarge our Table to ensure 
a place for all? Let us begin by building on the foundations already 
established: feeding the hungry, extending hospitality, clothing 
the naked, housing those with no shelter, teaching English and 

citizenship classes, praying with those who suffer, providing safe havens, opening our churches 
for worship, standing up for injustice, advocating for those who fear to speak up . Each of us 
can serve Christ in each and every one of our fellow sojourners . 
From this course we have learned that the harvest is plentiful and the laborers few . 

Representing 55 million people, our Latin American compatriots are very diverse . Some arrived 
last week; some have lived here for over 300 years . A little over 50% are Catholic: they are also 
Protestant (mainline and evangelical), non-Christian, or non-affiliated . They come from over 20 
countries and reflect a wide range of ethnic heritage . It is important to know your local context .
What might we do to participate in this vital mission field? 

•  Learn Spanish! There are a number of apps 
that can get you started, like Duolingo or 
MosaLingua .

•  Offer to serve as deacon once a month at 
a Spanish-speaking service so potential 
deacons become aware of this ministry . 

•  Get to know the Latino communities in 
your area – discover ways you can best 
grow together . 

•  Read whatever you can about Latino culture 
and history . 

•  Offer to teach citizenship 
and life-skills classes . 

•  Take the ELMC course . 
Write to Angie Cabanhan 
for information and 
registration: acabanban@episcopalchurch .org . 

•  Join the Sacred Resistance .

NEXT COURSES
Oct. 15-24, 2017
Chicago, IL

Jun. 10-19, 2018
Claremont, CA

I invite each of my fellow deacons to join me in this important ministry . 
Yours in Christ, Maureen

mailto:lmcii@aol.com
mailto:communications@episcopaldeacons.org
mailto:membership@episcopaldeacons.org
mailto:bcp537brs@gmail.com
mailto:deacon@tspannaus.com
mailto:communications@episcopaldeacons.org
http://www.episcopaldeacons.org/diakoneo-links.html
http://www.episcopaldeacons.org
http://episcopaldeacons.org
http://youngdeacons.net
http://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/anglodeacons/info
http://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/anglodeacons/info
mailto:acabanban@episcopalchurch.org
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PROVINCE III DIACONAL 
CONFERENCE

October 7-8, 2017
Adamstown, MD 
Details at www.episcopaldeacons.
org/provinces-dioceses-tec

PROVINCE VIII 2017 DEACONS 
CONFERENCE

November 9-12, 2017
Reno, NV
Mass Incarceration, School-to-
prison pipeline & more.  
Details at www.episcopaldeacons.
org/provinces-dioceses-tec

AED 2018 ARCHDEACON AND  
DEACON DIRECTORS’ CONF.

February 22-26, 2018
Tentative. Please check back.

GENERAL CONVENTION
July 5-13, 2018
Austin, Texas 

AED 2019 TRIENNNIAL
June 6-9, 2019
Diocese of Rhode Island 

Contact Deacon Anne to list your 
deacon event at communications@
episcopaldeacons.org

Seeking your comments
   on AED’s strategic plan
By Deacon lori MillS-curran

AED is creating a Strategic Plan to chart its direction for increasing 
our reach and relevance, to its members and beyond .  Our board and 
staff have worked together throughout the first half of 2017 to create 
a Strategic Plan for 2017-2020 .  During January, February, and 
early March, we gathered information and considered major issues that needed to be addressed . 
Small groups addressed three major planning areas, and their thoughts, captured on paper, were 
circulated to the entire board . On March 20, 2017, we held a retreat in Atlanta to hammer out 
broad goals for each area .  
The board has formulated a written draft of their work . It is divided into the three areas: 

Program, Organization, and Finance/Fundraising . Each area has broad goals; each goal has 
related specific objectives . Specific objectives to reach these goals are developed in materials on 
our website .
The board is now seeking comments on these DRAFT goals and objectives . Please go to our 

website (episcopaldeacons .org) and click the Strategic Plan link on the Homepage . From there 
you can read the Strategic Plan draft and enter your comments using the online form . You need 
not be a member of AED to offer comments .  

PROGRAM AREA GOALS 
Goal 1 .  Deacons are connected effectively with other deacons, the wider Church and world, 

and their community .
Goal 2 . AED is a major resource portal for all aspects of diaconal ministry and formation .

ORGANIZATION AREA GOALS
Goal 1 .  AED establishes, maintains, and grows connections with other relevant organizations .
Goal 2 . AED develops clear and comprehensive structures to implement AED’s mission .
Goal 3 . AED provides adequate people resources to carry out AED’s programs .

FINANCE AND FUNDRAISING AREA GOALS
Goal 1 .  AED has a transparent financial system functioning in accordance with GAAP that 

can effectively inform program and fund-raising .
Goal 2 . AED has a development plan that guides our fundraising efforts .
Goal 3 . AED has increased revenue from diverse revenue streams .

I will summarize your comments and share them with AED’s Executive Committee, which 
expects to move a good deal closer to a final plan, to be offered to the board for adoption as soon 
as possible . Get your comments in now, because time is short . 
This work is hard . Help us . Please leave your comments today .

FroM aeD’S executive Director

calendar
of events

Asset-Based Community Development
Workshops designed to train leaders 
in methods and tools to enhance local 
ministry and mission. 

Sept. 18-21:  Transfiguration Spirituality 
Center in Cincinnati, OH

Oct. 16-19:  Ignatius House Retreat 
Center in Atlanta, GA

Nov. 6-9:   Cenacle Retreat House in 
Houston, TX

Registration and details at  
www.episcopaldeacons.org/continuing-
education

CONTINUING EDUCATION

SAVE THE DATE

Deacons (to date) 
3093 US Deacons
  397 Canadian Deacons

3543 US & Canadian deacons, in 2016

DEACON & AED STATS

at www.episcopaldeacons.org

AED Membership (to date)
599 US individuals 
130  Canadian individuals 
  78 Life members
  72 US Dioceses
  12 Canadian Dioceses

www.episcopaldeacons.org
http://www.episcopaldeacons.org/provinces-dioceses-tec.html
http://www.episcopaldeacons.org/provinces-dioceses-tec.html
http://www.episcopaldeacons.org/provinces-dioceses-tec.html
http://www.episcopaldeacons.org/provinces-dioceses-tec.html
mailto:communications%40episcopaldeacons.org?subject=
mailto:communications%40episcopaldeacons.org?subject=
http://episcopaldeacons.org
http://www.episcopaldeacons.org/continuing-education.html
http://www.episcopaldeacons.org/strategic-plan-comments.html
http://www.episcopaldeacons.org/strategic-plan-comments.html
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A conference called the Festival of Homiletics seemed to be 
exactly what I was looking for . Earlier this year, I began to look for 
opportunities for continuing education on homiletics . I had never 
preached before homiletics class in Deacons’ School and since then, I 
have had limited experience preaching . I want to be a better preacher 
and realized that I needed to focus some time and attention for that to 
happen . I looked for classes at the seminaries in the area where I live 
but didn’t find any that would fit my schedule . I also looked for online 
courses and didn’t find any that seemed right .
One of my Deacons’ School classmates had attended the festival 

two years ago and talked about who she heard there . It was intriguing 
to me at the time, but I quickly forgot about it . While listening to a 
Working Preacher podcast a few weeks before preaching, I heard an 
announcement about the Festival of Homiletics and checked out the 
information on the website . 
The festival began 25 years ago as a creation of The Rev . David 

Howell, a Presbyterian minister, as an offshoot of the preaching 
journal Lectionary Homiletics . The festival is now planned and led 
by Luther Seminary and is designed to “demonstrate for people the 
finest preaching and the finest cutting-edge thinking about preaching, 
homiletics, church and culture .” It has grown from the inaugural year’s 
400 attendees to 1800 .
This year’s theme, Preaching on the Borders, fit with the topics I 

wanted to focus on in my preaching . Although I studied the writings 
of some of the speakers and preachers, I was excited 
that most were unfamiliar to me . The location, San 
Antonio, Texas, is less than two hours from Austin 
where I would be later in that week for a family 
event . My letter of agreement with the Diocese of 
Virginia requires that the parish in which I serve pay 
for continuing education, so I conferred with the 
rector . Everything lined up for me to attend . 
In preparation for my trip, I reached out through 

the AED Facebook page before I left and connected 
with some deacons from Texas . We ran into each 
other on the opening evening and had a chance 
to chat . A deacon from Georgia encouraged me to meet one of his 
colleagues, Peter Wallace, the host of Day 1, a preaching resource . 
The festival schedule included a blend of learning, liturgy, cultural 

activities, and social events . About half of the festival’s attendees were 
first-timers and we were warmly welcomed by those sitting around us 
who made a special effort to introduce themselves and describe their 
experiences at previous events .  Experienced attendees equated the 
week with drinking from a firehose and advised the first timers to pace 

By Deacon thereSa lewallen

LEARNING TO 
PREACH, AND SERVE, 
ON THE BORDERS

Festival of Homiletics

The Festival of Homiletics
May 15-19, 2017

ourselves . Sessions started early in the morning 
and cultural and social events ran into the late 
evening . Concurrent sessions were held in two 
venues within walking distance of each other . The 
walk between sessions provided some other opportunities to talk with 
attendees or to reflect on what I had just heard . 
The theme of Preaching on the Borders was woven through all aspects 

of the festival . From the preaching, lectures, and workshops to the 
liturgies, music, and entertainment that I attended, the message was 
consistent . We are called to cross borders of all kinds (racial, citizenship 
status, socioeconomic, faith, political, cultural); to invite and 
accompany across borders those to whom we preach; and to participate 
in the co-creation of God’s kingdom by standing with people living on 
the borders .
It was encouraging to hear that my own difficulties connecting 

scripture with the experiences of life were also an issue for well-
seasoned preachers . They shared ideas about dealing with that—from 
taking photos of interesting or unusual things you see as idea starters 
(Rob Bell) to keeping files of articles, poems, pieces of art . I gained new 
perspectives on familiar scriptures as lecturers used the lens of life on 
the border for their teaching . One highlight for me was hearing Walter 
Brueggemann unfold the exegetical underpinning of his sermon as he 
preached during the opening communion service . 
At the festival, I experienced a great sense of the Spirit moving 

among us as we discussed the role of the church in our time . We 
were challenged to consider what church should be organized for 
(Brian McLaren) . The visions of new ways of “being church” aligned 
with diaconal ministry and our diaconal call to be with people at the 
borders and to walk with them to demonstrate the Good News of 
God’s healing hope and love . We were reminded to open ourselves 
and our parishioners to the needs of the world and to be Christ in the 
world . 
I left the Festival of Homiletics filled with new ideas, encouragement, 

and lots of notes . Since my return, I’ve preached once . As I prepared, 
some of what I heard guided me . Preparation 
encouragement: The Spirit might be where you are 
knocked off track. (Nadia Boltz-Weber); considerations 
for dealing with controversial subjects: Is your job to 
influence or irritate? (Adam Hamilton); reminders 
about the importance of why we preach: One way God 
says no to evil is the world is preaching. (Will Wilemon); 
and the role of prophetic engagement: When [the 
lived experience of Pentecost] connects with the prophetic 
movement, it overturns the empire. (Otis Moss III) . 
This time I stepped into the pulpit with a new sense of 
confidence . I know I can let the Spirit do her work in 

and through me as I prepare my sermons .
I drank from the firehose and was energized and renewed by the 

Festival of Homiletics . I plan to attend next year when it will be in 
Washington, DC . If you want to connect about the festival, feel free to 
get in touch with me through AED’s Facebook page .
 

Theresa Lewallen serves in the Diocese of Virginia and at St. Alban’s Church, 
Annandale, VA.  

“I stepped into 
the pulpit with 
a new sense 
of confidence.”

SAVE THE DATE

26th Festival of Homiletics
May 21-25, 2018
Washington, D.C.
www.festivalofhomiletics.com

AdditionAl resources
www.workingpreacher.org
www.day1.org 

http://www.festivalofhomiletics.com
http://www.workingpreacher.org
http://www.day1.org
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The Lighthouse, from page 1

New Archdeacons    

The Rev . Dr . Kathleen Moore has been named Archdeacon of the 
Diocese of Southwest Florida . She currently serves as chair of the 
Council on Deacons, and is the deacon of St . John’s, Tampa with the 
primary responsibility of Adult Christian Formation . 

The Diocese of Los Angeles has appointed the Rev . Canon Charleen 
Crean as new Archdeacon, as the Rev . Joanne Leslie retires from the 
role . Charleen has been a deacon for 32 years and currently works 
in the Office of Formation and Transitions Ministry . She serves as 
deacon at All Saints Church, Pasadena .

beautifully characterized 
our collective hope for The 
Lighthouse: “My greatest 
hope for the Lighthouse is 
that it will truly be a beacon 
to the many wounded souls 
seeking asylum and relief,” 
she said . “I want it to show 
people that there are many of 
us who truly strive to live as 
Christ wanted: taking care of 
our neighbors, and everyone 
is our neighbor .”
While The Lighthouse only 

has the capacity to serve up 
to six people, the hope is that 
other places of worship will be inspired to open a Lighthouse of their 
own . As the Rev . Gary Commins, Priest-in-Charge at Church of the 
Incarnation said, “The Lighthouse is an opportunity for any church 
that has room to provide sacred hospitality to a cruelly marginalized 
group of people .”
 

Jill Singleton serves as deacon at Church of the Incarnation and at St. 
Paul’s, both in Jersey City. She is also Head of School at All Saints Episcopal 
Day School in Hoboken, NJ. More information and a video about the 
Lighthouse can be found at www.episcopaldeacons.org/diakoneo-magazine.   

Deacon representative to El Salvador

The Diocese of Central New 
York has been companions with 
the Episcopal Anglican Diocese 
of El Salvador for more than 
twenty years . Deacon Chuck 
Stewart, chair of the Companion 
Diocese Committee, was the 
representative and attended 
the Convention . He also 
participated in the Patronal Day 
Eucharist at Santísima Trinidad 
(Holy Trinity) in San Martin . 

Stephen Robb (far right) was 
ordained vocational deacon 
and Padraic Collins-Bohrer 

(L) and Michael Laver as 
transitional deacons on June 

3rd, by Bishop Prince Singh in 
the Diocese of Rochester.

Above: Ordination of Teresa Houser on June 17, in the Diocese of Nebraska. Pictured 
with Bishop Scott Barker and her community of Deacons.

CONGRATULATIONS NEW DEACONS!
Meet some of the Church’s newly ordained deacons throughout this issue of Diakoneo. 

Top Right: Ordination of Adam P. Spencer (transitional), Garth M. Howe and Daryce Hoff 
Nolan by Bishop Jeffrey D. Lee on June 17, in the Diocese of Chicago.

NEWSBrief

Please send ordination notices to 
membership@episcopaldeacons.org. 

www.episcopaldeacons.org
http://www.episcopaldeacons.org/diakoneo-magazine.html
mailto:membership@episcopaldeacons.org
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orDination hoMily

“May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be 
acceptable in thy sight O Lord, our strength and our redeemer.”  Amen.
It is a joy and a privilege to be here on this happy occasion of Marilyn’s 

ordination to the Diaconate in God’s Church .
Gathered here are Marilyn’s family and friends, her fellow parishioners 

and meditators, Bishop Shaw and the clergy – people who have walked 
with and supported Marilyn on this journey in various ways . Indeed, there 
are many others who may not be able to be here but are with you in their 
hearts and prayers . 

It is a wonderful thing to be called to 
serve God in the Church and in the 
world . 
I could begin by speaking about 

Marilyn’s faithful service to the Church 
over many years; how that work and 
witness of her baptismal ministry was 
recognized by her receiving the Order of 
the Diocese of Toronto, 
Or I could begin by speaking about 

Marilyn’s contribution to the Church 
through her work with the World 
Community for Christian Meditation 

- about her initiative 3 years ago that has resulted in more than 12,000 
Ontario school children learning to practice Christian meditation today .
Indeed, one could spend the entire sermon time listing Marilyn’s 

experience, qualifications, and credentials for becoming a deacon . 
But such a focus on Marilyn’s accomplishments would be to miss the 

point - for the meaning and purpose of her human journey, with all its 
accomplishments, (and also its challenges and failures) is found in the 
direction towards which her life points others, and that is towards Jesus 
Christ our Lord and Saviour .
The meaning and purpose of Marilyn’s life is to point us towards the 

manifestation of the infinite love of God for the world shown to us in the 
life, death and resurrection of Jesus .
Marilyn’s ordination, like everything in her life that has brought her to 

this day, is to point others to God . 
As a Deacon she is to do that especially in concrete ways, through 

humble service “to the poor, the weak, the sick, and the lonely in the 
name of Jesus Christ .” (p .655 BAS)
The gospel for today (Luke 1:26-38 - Ed.) offers some insight into what 

is the essential foundation required to equip Marilyn (and all of us) to be 
able serve God and God’s world .
…and so it is fitting that today the Church marks The Feast of the 

Annunciation - with the very familiar gospel story of Divine Call and 
human response .
Despite (or maybe because of ) all the centuries of cultural overlay on the 

person of Mary in the gospel, it helps to remember that such attention 
over time points to Mary as a universal symbol of what it means to be 
human and what our vocation is as humans made in the image of God .
Luke presents to us a simple story about a young woman and her 

Contemplation & Action
    An Ordination Homily

By the rev’S. glenDa Meakin anD Julie Meakin

Continued on page 7

From
the aSSociation oF 
anglican DeaconS 
in canaDa

Preached at the ordination of Marilyn Metcalfe on March 25, 2017

encounter with a messenger from God . Our connection point with Mary 
is her humanity and her vocation .
Mary shows us that every one of us is called to manifest the infinite 

love of God to the world, to be bearers of Christ - and that we do that by 
serving others - right where we are in our particular time and space .
It reminds us that God speaks to us in the ordinariness of human 

life: Mary is ordinary . . . she has no rank, no great power, no wealth to 
commend her .  She is young - about to marry a man named Joseph, 
she has a cousin, Elizabeth, she lives in the mesh of ordinary human 
relationships .
Mary is finite - living in time (sixth month) and space (Nazareth) in a 

small country . She is limited like all of us by the perspectives of her culture 
and time . 
Yet we can learn a few more things about Mary by her response:
Mary has a heart receptive to God… she moves very quickly from 

“How can this be?” to “Here am I the servant of the Lord . Let it be to me 
according to your word .”
Mary has a heart trusting of God: she has no idea how this brief message 

is to be lived out, but she is willing to do what is asked of her, no matter 
what the social and cultural consequences might be . 
Mary has a simplicity of heart, in other words a heart that is not divided, 

what Jesus calls “purity of heart .” She aligns her will with God’s will for 
her life .  
The human qualities of Mary - receptivity, trust, simplicity are the same 

qualities that enable Marilyn and each one of us to also hear the Divine 
call to give birth to Christ within ourselves and in the world; to discover 
the meaning and purpose of our life .
And, it is all Grace - all given by God who has made us with such restless 

hearts, that only resting in God will satisfy our longing;
It is God who has given us the gift of faith so that we can take those first 

steps and continue the journey without a detailed map .  
It is God who has given us the inner peace and harmony of simplicity .
But Marilyn’s public ‘yes’ to God’s calling today is not about private 

piety, not about always being receptive, trusting, and simple .
The memory of the Divine encounter fades, life happens, distractions 

pull us away from our centre in God . 
Like every one of us here today, Marilyn’s journey in living a life centred 

in God has had its challenges, its rocky paths, its wilderness times – and 
its joyful times like today when we celebrate her ever deeper commitment 
to loving and serving God in the Church and in the world .  
The Church in her wisdom and in the power of the Holy Spirit reminds 

Marilyn that her vocation requires that she daily nourish her life in God 
by rooting every day in God’s word through study and reflection on 
Scripture . None of us can see our place in life if we cannot see our place in 
God’s overarching narrative of unconditional love for all of God’s creation . 
We have to be able to place our personal story in the Big Picture of God’s 
story if we are to make sense of our life .
Marilyn is reminded in this service that her vocation requires faithful 

practice every day to make Christ and his redemptive love known; like 

Marilyn Metcalfe with Bishop 
Ryscilla Shaw
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everything we get better at what we do by practice; we learn how to speak 
in a language that today’s broken world can hear and respond to .
Marilyn is reminded that it is her calling to stand in the midst of a 

suffering world in order to interpret the needs, concerns and hopes of 
the world to the Church . Marilyn can only fulfill that calling to be an 
interpreter by maintaining the link between the world and the Church’s 
corporate mission - to bring the healing presence of Christ into a suffering 
world .
Scripture, daily fidelity to the faithful practice of her calling, and a 

willingness to stand in solidarity with all those in the broken and dark 
places of the world is only possible to sustain by practicing a life of prayer .
One of the richest gifts Marilyn brings to the Church is a life that is 

grounded in contemplative prayer, also known as Christian meditation .
Often, I feel I need to make a caveat when I speak about contemplative 

prayer or Christian meditation – it is not the practice of “angelology”… in 
other words, meditators do not live life a few inches off the ground because 
contemplative prayer is only for the “experts” or is somehow  escapist .
“Be still and know that I am God .” On the contrary, contemplative 

prayer, which is rooted in Scripture, in the teachings of Jesus, practiced by 
the Desert Fathers and Mothers of the Early Church, is a discipline that 
keeps one firmly grounded in reality .
It is a simple way of prayer (that is why children are natural meditators) . 

We turn our attention off ourselves and become attentive to God’s 
presence within our hearts and in the world . 
Because we believe and know the Spirit of Christ lives in our hearts, we 

discover in the silence and stillness that we always and eternally abide in 
God and God in us . That, appearances to the contrary, it is not God who 
has left home but us .
In the present time, when “deconstructionism” and relativism are the 

‘go to’ mode of activity, when truth is whatever you say it is, and every 
human relationship is transactional, the Christian offers the world an 
alternative vision .
The contemplative Christian says, “Here is a simple way to stay anchored 

in the alternative vision of Jesus Christ .”
That way is to twice daily turn our attention to God in silence for 20-30 

minutes . We do not analyze or expect anything . We do not try to imagine 
or think our way to God . We simply abide in God’s presence and in time 
we will become aware of God’s presence in everything . We begin to see 
with the eye of the heart . 

The practice of contemplative prayer, of silence and stillness helps us to 
be receptive to the love of Christ within our hearts, and like Mary, enables 
us to say “yes” to God . 
You all know that if I started to list all the ways Marilyn has contributed 

to the life of the church, here at St . George’s and in the wider world, we 
would be here for quite some time . . . not only that, but Marilyn would 
be blushing, I’m sure . To say that she is “active’ is an understatement . I 
saw on the church website that she’s doing a Lenten program here at St . 
George’s as we speak . 
But you and I know that contemplation and action are two sides of the 

same coin . It is out of that still, calm centre that Mary bursts forth with 
her Magnificat, “My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit 
rejoices in God my Saviour” - from the stillpoint of union with divine love 
in our hearts comes the divine energy that enables Marilyn, and indeed 
all of us, to be servants of the gospel in whatever way, shape, or form that 
may take . 
Can I say it has been a joy to work with Marilyn over the past almost 

20 years – whether retreats, conferences, liturgies, workshops, Marilyn 
is wonderfully grounded – no matter what went wrong – and of course 
something always would! The Power Point didn’t work, somebody forgot 
something, Marilyn stayed cool and calm keeping everyone else focused 
on the task at hand, receptive to and trusting of what God was doing in 
our midst in spite of ourselves .  
One of the questions asked of Marilyn today is, “Will you in all things 

seek not your glory but the glory of the Lord Christ?”
As you may know, Marilyn is an Oblate of the World Community for 

Christian Meditation, oblate from the Latin “oblatus” offering - and this 
means she grounds her life in the Rule of St . Benedict, the purpose of 
which is to help one learn “to prefer nothing to the love of Christ .” 
We know and trust that when God is calling us to a difficult or new 

task that God also equips us for that task . God has generously equipped 
Marilyn and continues to do so, and has given the Church a faithful, 
loving, and contemplative servant and a spiritual friend to many .  
Marilyn, may God bless you as you continue your work of loving service 

as a Deacon in the Church and in the world and may it bring you great 
joy . Thanks be to God .
 

Glenda Meakin and Julie Meakin are priests in the Diocese of Toronto. 
Midway into preparing this sermon, Glenda became unwell; her daughter 
Julie completed the sermon and preached.

Ordination homily, from page 6

Left: Michael van Dusen was 
ordained May 6 in the Diocese  
of Toronto. He also plays guitar  
in the St. Aidan’s band.

Right: Earl Campbell was 
ordained May 14, by Kevin 

Robertson, Area Bishop  
of York Scarborough,  

Diocese of Toronto.

Additional 
Canadian 

Ordinations

www.episcopaldeacons.org
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As the current political climate continues to jeopardize 
the well-being of our immigrant neighbors and friends, 
one committed group of people is making a difference 
in the lives of over 250 low-income, primarily Latino 
children in Skagit Valley in the state of Washington . 
The Foundation for Academic Endeavors (FAE) is an 

ecumenical, inclusive, and multi-cultural non-profit organization founded in 2015 by members 
of several Northwest Washington Episcopal and Lutheran churches, as well as members from the 
Latino community in Skagit Valley . 
On the board of FAE are the Rev . Mark Blindheim, Deacon of Emmanuel Episcopal Church, 

Mercer Island, and the Rev . Robin Ringland, Deacon of El Camino de Emaús Lutheran Church, 
Burlington, both of whom have deep roots in outreach efforts to the Skagit Valley migrant 
community . “Ten of the fifteen members of the board of FAE have been working with summer 
programs in the Skagit Valley for six years,” says Deacon Robin, who serves as President on the 
board of directors . “It all began in 2012 at La Iglesia Episcopal de la Resurrección in Mt . Vernon, 
WA . After 3 successful years, the program had outgrown the church facility and it was necessary 
to move on to another venue . Within a year, we had established the Foundation for Academic 
Endeavors which went on to develop strong partnerships with the local community college as 
well as two local school districts . As an independent foundation we have been better able to raise 
grants and to work side by side with public institutions, and most importantly, we have been able 
to serve more children and their families .”
Skagit County, a picturesque farming community of about 121,000 people, relies heavily on the 

Latino immigrant community, which comprises 18% of the population . Skagit County maintains 
one of the largest and most diverse agricultural 
communities west of the Cascade mountain range . 
The immigrant families who work these fields are 
the focus of FAE’s vision: “To create opportunities for academic growth for low-income families from all 
language groups, all ages, all religions who would benefit from academic companionship, including but not 
limited to the following: Enrichment Opportunities, Academic programs for children, Adult Education, 
and Ministry Partnerships.” 
What began in 2015 as a week-long Drama & Arts camp for about 30 low-income and at-risk, 

primarily Latino students has grown into an educational opportunity that in 2016, served just 
under 200 students, and already has enrolled 250 students this summer . In partnership with Skagit 
Valley College (SVC) and local school districts, students are provided transportation to and from 

SuMMer caMP aiDS latino FaMilieS

By Julie SPangler

Continued on page 12

“If you have come here to help me, you 
are wasting your time. But if you have 
come because your liberation is bound 
up with mine, then let us work together.”    
            ~ Lilla Watson

DEACONS’ DEEP ROOTS AT CAMP
Deacons Robin Ringland and Mark 

Blindheim, of the Diocese of Olympia, were 
part of the original 2012 two-week day 
camp for 60 farm workers’ children, started 
between Iglesia de la Resurrección and 
Church of the Redeemer, Kenmore . Robin 
and Mark are founding members of the 
Foundation for Academic Endeavors (FAE) .
“ We have to do whatever is necessary to 

continue this program,” said the Rev . Mark 
Blindheim after that first two week camp . 
The Rev . Blindheim serves on the Board 
of FAE, working on program issues during 
the year . At the Academy he can be found 
cleaning the dining area, helping students in 
classes, training volunteers, and working in 
communications .
The Rev . Robin Ringland is the current 

president of the Board of FAE . She works 
on organization, governance, curriculum, 
program and policy issues . She can be found 
scheduling and encouraging  volunteers, 
assigning students to class and generally 
assuring that all phases of the Academy are 
functioning at a high level .
Deacons Ringland and Blindheim are 

part of a group of over 50 Board Members, 
teachers and volunteers that conduct the 
Skagit Summer Academy .

Editor’s Note: “Resurrección Day Camp” appeared 
in the November 2014 issue of Diakoneo, available 
at www.episcopaldeacons.org /diakoneo-magazine.

Benefiting Latino children and the community
SUMMER CAMP

http://www.episcopaldeacons.org/diakoneo-magazine.html
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On the backroads of south Georgia, tucked behind thick woods, the woes of the world converge .
From across the globe, men and women fleeing war, oppression, famine, extreme poverty, and 

persecution land in isolated immigrant detention centers in rural Georgia, There they are imprisoned 
while they wait to fight in immigration court for safety and opportunity .
Sometimes they fight for their very lives . 
It is as if all the conflict and struggle of the world created a funnel, sucked them in, and then dumped 

them together in a pool of misery . Mothers, pastors, students, farmers, entrepreneurs, cooks - they all 
have stories, loved ones, hopes . Some have lived in the U .S . since childhood and know nothing else . In 
immigrant detention, they get a number and one label: criminal .
Officially, immigrant detention is civil detention - not criminal - but at Georgia’s four detention 

centers the trappings of criminal incarceration are all there: barbed wire, metal detectors, jumpsuits, 
restricted access, and visitation booths with thick plexiglass and antiquated phones .
A recent report, “Imprisoned Justice: Inside Two Georgia Immigrant Detention Centers,” documents 

that conditions inside Georgia’s for-profit immigrant detention centers amount to a humanitarian 
crisis . The report, released this month, was a special project of Project South, an Atlanta-based 
organization dedicated to reducing poverty and racism, along with the Center for Immigrants’ Rights 
Clinic at Penn State Lawand, the Mercer University School of Law, Alterna (a local immigrant 
advocacy group), Georgia Detention Watch and the Georgia Latino Alliance for Human Rights .
From interviews with seven dozen current and former detainees at Stewart Detention Center (in 

Lumpkin) and Irwin County Detention Center (in Ocilla), stories emerged of delayed or denied 
medical care, lack of due process, sexual violence, financial exploitation, spoiled food, starvation, 
solitary confinement, and lack of basic toiletries and cleaning supplies .
Detainees resort to purchasing food and hygiene products through an over-priced commissary . They 

can earn $1-$2 per day working in the facility . It takes four shifts to buy one box of instant oatmeal .
“They treat us like dogs!” detainees recently complained to me .
No, I thought, most dogs get better care than this .
Thousands are separated from loved ones for months before getting a hearing; the immigration court 

system has a backlog of over a half-million cases . An appeals process can take years, and very few are 
given reprieve or have legal help .
As taxpayers, we have the moral responsibility to decry mass detention and those who profit from 

it . As Americans, we must stand up for the Constitutional rights afforded to all people on our land, 
including undocumented persons - rights to due process and humane treatment . As fellow humans, 
we can’t allow these atrocities to continue .
Human rights groups like Georgia Detention Watch, Project South, El Refugio, and GLAHR offer 

numerous opportunities to assist immigrants in our communities and in detention . 
Reach out to the masses, yearning in prison jumpsuits to breathe free .
 

Leeann Culbreath serves in the Diocese of Georgia and is a human rights advocate. 

DetaineeS treateD worSe than DogS

By Deacon leeann culBreath 
Originally printed in The Savannah 
Morning News, May 20, 2017.
Reprinted with permission.

Detainees 
treated worse 
than dogs

Ordination of Mary Heller Taggart and Donna Gras Arellano on June 10 in the Diocese of Northern California. Bishop Barry 
Beisner stands with Mary (L) and Donna (R), surrounded by their community of Deacons and a few deacons from the Diocese of 
California.

Ordination of Laura Siriani on May 21 in the 
Diocese of Los Angeles, by Bishop Diane 
Jardine Bruce. With Rector Kay Sylvester.

www.episcopaldeacons.org
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THE FUND FOR THE DIACONATE
By Deacon keith Mccoy

FunD For the Diaconate

The Spring board meeting was held on Tuesday and Wednesday, May 
9-10 at the TEC offices at 815 Second Avenue in NYC . Six board members 
were present, and 3 were absent; Dn . Bill Jones, our Grants Manager, also 
attended . Those present gathered for dinner on Monday evening .
Archdeacon Nesbit was the chaplain for the meeting, and led opening, 

closing and mid-day worship . Prayers were offered for recently deceased 
deacons, and for one of our grantees who died since our last meeting .
The Audit Committee met with the Auditors prior to the Board 

meeting . EisnerAmper reminded the Committee of the ongoing issue 
of the IRS status of the Fund, of our progress in addressing it, and 
the new FASB regulations going into effect in 2019 . The Committee 
recommended that we retain EisnerAmper as our auditor, and the Board 
voted to put it on the 2017 ballot .
The meeting was graced at different points by the presences of Neva 

Rae Fox, Public Affairs Officer for TEC; the Rev . Geoff Smith, deacon 
and Chief Operating Officer of TEC; and the Rev . Dr . Canon Michael 
Barlowe, Secretary of General Convention . Ms . Fox gave us an overview 
of ministries of the church that have been in the press over the last four 
months .
The Investment Policy was extended until 2018, pending review and 

possible updating . The financial reports were reviewed and approved, as 
were the minutes of the Fall Board meeting . There was a presentation 
from Tim Malloy, Sr . Vice-President at Bessemer Trust, which manages 
our money . Mr . Malloy reported that The Fund has a balanced growth 
portfolio, with a 5 year return rate of 5 .7% . The subject of socially 
responsible investing was brought up for initial discussion, and will be 
researched for future discussion .
Dn . Ross is well into the additional role of pastoral correspondent, 

communicating with our grantees at Christmas, birthdays, and ordination 
anniversaries . Dn . Mills-Curran briefed the board on the activities of 
AED, and on the possibility of working together on fund-raising . There 
was a discussion of the work of the Church Pension Group for deacons; it 
is intended that a deputation from the Fund will meet with CPG officials 
to develop a better understanding of deacons’ needs .
Dn . Jones presented his report on his activities . The board reviewed the 

seven active grantees, made a few adjustments, and approved monthly 
grants totaling over $104,000 annually in 2017 .
Dns . Franken and McCoy had been authorized at the Fall business 

meeting to interview and retain an attorney for the Fund . We have not 
had an attorney available since Mr . Gardephe stepped down as Fund 
president in 2011 . Eight names were reviewed, and two were interviewed . 
Upon recommendation, the Board voted to retain David Shevlin of 
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLC as our attorney, and for him to begin a 
review of our documents and legal status .
Board members present read and signed the Conflict of Interest 

statement; copies will be sent to those board members not present . The 
Board agreed to cooperate with AED in the funding of a booth at the 
79th General Convention in Austin, TX next year . Dn . McCoy was 
authorized to attend and represent the Fund . The Board also voted to 
authorize a mailing to all diocesan bishops introducing the Fund and 
providing directions to our website for more information . 
Dn . Nordwick is chairing the Nominating Committee this year . There 

are three three-year terms up for election; only one of the incumbents will 
be a candidate . Dn . Nordwick has reached out to his contacts across the 
church for recommendations, and, along with names from recent Fund 
elections, the Committee is developing a list of potential candidates . The 
ballot needs to be ready for mailing by August 1 . A new mailing house 
and return address are needed this year .
The Treasurer, Dn . Franken, received permission to move our basic 

checking account with Bank of America to another bank, and to 
investigate further software options for organizing donations .   
The annual meeting of the members of the Fund (all deacons in The 

Episcopal Church) will be Monday, October 9, time and site in New York 
City TBA . The Board will have its Fall meeting on Tuesday/Wednesday 
October 10-11, at the Church Pension Fund offices .

 
Keith McCoy, Diocese of New Jersey, is the president of the Fund for the 
Diaconate. www.fundfordiaconate.org

Ordination of Pixie Baker (transitional), Rodger Babnew, Denise Muller (transitional), Susie 
Parker and Debra Loder on June 10, by Bishop Kirk Smith, in the Diocese of Arizona.

Ordination of Devin Rodgers, Charles Graves IV, Emmanuel Tuyishime and Jared 
Talbot on June 3, by Bishop Thomas Breidenthal, Diocese of Southern Ohio. 

http://www.fundfordiaconate.org
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virtual Prayer vigil

VirtuAl 
PrAyer 
Vigil

The Community of Deacons in the Diocese of Virginia held a 12-hour Virtual Prayer Vigil for Peace, Justice, 
and Reconciliation on April 8, 2017, from 8am to 8pm . This virtual prayer vigil, the first to the held by the 
Community, occurred on the Saturday before Holy Week . 
The idea for the vigil came from the Prayer Vigil for Peace and Reconciliation on February 10 and 11, 2017, prior 

to the ordination of the Bishop Suffragan for the Armed Services . The vigil was grounded in peace, justice, and 
reconciliation, to counter the tensions, animosity, and divides prevalent in today’s society . After some discussion, 
the Community approached Bishop Shannon Johnston, XIII Bishop of the Diocese of Virginia, for approval for 
a diocesan wide prayer vigil . Having secured his approval, the Community promoted the event through diocesan 
communications, parish publications, and other social media means .  
Approximately 45 people and 4 church groups participated in the event . The majority of people were from the 

Diocese of Virginia . Fellow deacons from the Dioceses of Southern Virginia and Southwestern Virginia also joined 
in prayer . Participants signed up for 30-minute prayer times on an online form . Participants were encouraged to 
pray in whatever manner worked best for them . The Rev . Deacons David Curtis and Theresa Lewallen, the main 
organizers for the vigil, created a 19-page prayer guide to assist those in keeping watch . The prayer guide contained 
prayers and reflections, written by deacons, on issues related to peace, justice, and reconciliation . 
Response to the vigil was overwhelmingly positive . Through the use of a follow-up survey, participants provided 

suggestions and feedback on how to improve the vigil for next year . Some suggestions were simple, such as 
numbering the pages of the prayer guide . Others asked for more theological reflection and additional diaconal 
stories which connect our work as a church to the issues of peace, justice, and reconciliation . One person even 
remarked that he continues to use the prayer guide in his prayer life .
Those who responded to the survey indicated that they are interested in future virtual prayer vigils . Several 

stated that they hoped that this would become an annual event by the Community of Deacons . Plans are already 
underway for next year’s vigil .

 
David Curtis serves as deacon at St. John’s, Richmond, VA.

By Deacon DaviD curtiS 

The Virtual Prayer Guide 
used at this vigil includes 
prayers from multiple 
sources as well as deacon 
reflections on their ministry.
It can be downloaded at 
www.episcopaldeacons.org, 
under Resources/Liturgical 
Resources.

Ordination of Barbara Tobin, Toneh Williams and Diane Faison on June 6, in the Diocese of 
Pennsylvania. Surrounded by their community of Deacons.

Deacon-created event 
reaches across the 
church

SAVE THE DATE

2018 General Convention
July 5-13, 2018 • Austin, Texas
Deacon volunteer opportunities TBA

www.generalconvention.org

NEW Resources at episcopaldeacons.org 

•  En Espanol: Invite, Welcome, Connect for Spanish-
speaking congregations; Instituto de Liderazgo 
curriculum; Centro De Educación Teológica Para 
Latinos. See Resources/En Espanol

•  Deacon Handbooks, Letters of Agreement, Annual 
Reports. See Resources/Diaconal Supervision

•  Archdeacon Installation Liturgy; Looking at Liturgy: 
Series 1 and 2. See Resources/Liturgical Resources

•  Academy for Vocational Leadership; Deacon 
Formation Fees & Expenses; Diocesan Discernment 
Processes, by diocese. See Resources/Diaconate 
Programs & Formation

•  Videos on Deacon’s Ministries, diaconal history, 
Spanish liturgy and more. See Resources/Videos

•  Book Reviews: Inferior Office? and Mary: Grace and 
Hope in Christ. See Publications/Books/Book Reviews

•  Diaconal Theology: A Theological Framework for 
Postcolonial International Development Work, by 
Chris McManus; The Mission and Ministries of 
Methodism, by David Clark, Methodist Deacon in 
the UK. See Resources/Diaconal Theology/General

Links can also be found at www.episcopaldeacons.org/
diakoneo-magazine.

www.episcopaldeacons.org
http://ministry.It
http://ministry.It
http://www.episcopaldeacons.org/liturgical-resources-for-deacons.html
http://www.generalconvention.org
http://www.episcopaldeacons.org
http://www.episcopaldeacons.org/diakoneo-magazine.html
http://www.episcopaldeacons.org/diakoneo-magazine.html
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campus, plus two meals a day . 
Certified teachers work with college 
interns, who themselves come from 
the migrant community, to provide 
reading, writing, science technology, 
engineering, math, and Phys-Ed to 
a small portion of the largest at-risk 
population in the Valley . Children 
receive one new book each week to 
keep . Combined with field trips and 
visiting performers, the students 
experience quality education and enrichment activities on the 
campus of the college that hopes to someday eagerly welcome 
them back as students .
The work of FAE comes at a critical time; In 2012, statistics 

showed that 55% of the children in Skagit County’s Mt . Vernon 
school district are Latinos, but only one in two Latinos go on to 
graduate from high school; the FAE Summer Academy fills the 
much-needed gap during the summer months when skills can 
slide . Migrant children are particularly at risk to “Summer Slide” 
because their families work long hours in the fields during the 
summer . Going back to school in the fall without having had the benefit 
of summer school puts them at a disadvantage that, over time, finds 
them too far behind to graduate . The upshot of inviting the children and 
their families to attend the Academy on the SVC campus is that students 
and parents both become familiar with the idea of college . “They’re not 
afraid of college – they’ve been to college,” explained one mother of 
students attending last year’s Academy . The motto on the t-shirts of the 
students says it all: “Aprende en tu Colegia”, or “Learn at your College .” 

Children there are quick to smile 
and call this their “college school” 
as they happily enjoy the campus 
classrooms, theater, and cafeteria . 
An assessment of each child in 

2016, using the San Diego Quick 
Assessment, showed that at the 
end of four weeks 90% of students 
tested at or above grade level in 

letter and word recognition, making 
them better prepared to begin school 
again in the fall . Attendance was notable, 
with an average of over 80% of students 
coming to the Academy each day . While 
this number may seem unimpressive, 
consider some of the challenges faced 
by immigrant families: housing stability, 
economic challenges, language barriers, 
and the need for older children to help 
care for younger siblings while parents 

work . School volunteers maintained daily contact with parents of absent 
students to help overcome any obstacles . Parents of students reported 
being “extremely satisfied” with the level of support they experienced 
with the program . 
Although similar community programs offer summer school 

opportunities for children, the cost can be prohibitive . The actual 
cost per student for the entire Summer Academy is $386, but thanks to 
several grants and financial support from private donors and churches, 

the cost to the families of the FAE Summer 
Academy is just $25 per child ($60 max per 
family) for all four weeks . 
Currently 40% of those serving on the Board 

of Directors of FAE are Latino, a number 
that is particularly relevant to the vision of 
the program . The Foundation desires to 
build cultural competency: The awareness of 
one’s own cultural identity and views about 
difference, and the ability to learn and build on 
the varying cultural and community norms of 

students and their families . 
Integration, not assimilation 
allows cultures to be 
empowered for success . 
The key to keeping at-risk 
youth in school is to invest 
in something more than just 
child tutoring; at the very 
core of the Foundation’s 
efforts is the desire to walk 
side by side with the Skagit 
Valley community and hold 

their struggles and triumphs with a heart of compassion .   
The Foundation for Academic Endeavors is a strong advocate for 

families and children whose resilient and vital culture is being challenged 
by the new, intensified immigration enforcement priorities announced 
by the Department of Homeland Security in February of 2017 . Latino 
families in the Skagit Valley are living with a heightened sense of fear . 
Parents and children alike suffer anxiety on a daily basis that their family 
will be torn apart without warning . These are the families who attend 
FAE Summer Academy; they are our neighbors and friends . Because 
of this commitment, the board of FAE recently approved a policy on 
immigrants to help steer their efforts most effectively . Board members 
collectively and individually support political efforts and policies to 
protect families and children affected by enforcement efforts . In March 
of this year, FAE worked closely with Skagit Valley College leadership to 
put on a workshop at the school, “Know Your Rights,” and specifically 
invited the parents of Summer Academy students . As a group, the 
Foundation has met with families to provide information on how to deal 
with enforcement efforts and what their rights are when confronted . 
The Latino members of the board are vital liaisons in these efforts . The 
board of FAE made 500 copies of the ‘Red Card’ to distribute to the 
community . Red Cards were created to help immigrants assert their 
rights and defend themselves against constitutional violations . Red cards 
provide critical information on how to assert these rights, along with an 
explanation to ICE agents that the individual is indeed asserting their 
rights . (www .ilrc .org/red-cards)
The Foundation for Academic Endeavors works tirelessly to be a strong 

ally for immigrants and refugees in the Skagit Valley communities . This 
quote by Dr . Clarissa Pinkola Estes is a rallying cry that inspires board 
members and volunteers to dig deeper: “We were made for these times. 
Ours is not the task of fixing this world, but stretching out to mend the part 
of the world that is within our reach.” 
 

Julie Spangler is the Board Vice President of the Foundation for Academic 
Endeavors. Deacon Robin Ringland is the President, Deacon Mark 
Blindheim is a board member. Robin and Mark serve in the Diocese of 
Olympia. More information at www.skagitFAE.org.

Summer camp, from page 8

http://www.ilrc.org/red
http://www.skagitFAE.org


www.episcopaldeacons.org 13

DioceSe oF St. iveS

What’s wrong with free? A lot, once you look beneath the surface. 
Unfortunately, the leadership at St. Mark’s hasn’t looked that far. They 
have just assumed their deacon was a gift with no strings attached.
A precis of the last chapter is that a discussion of finances at the 

congregation in Centerville detoured into a discussion as to whether 
the deacon of the parish, heretofore of no cost to the budget, should 
be compensated in any way for her ministry. The old guard of the 
Finance Committee were of the opinion that if it ain’t broke, don’t 
fix it. A newer member and the priest felt that money would be a 
recognition of the worth of the deacon’s work, and perhaps even 
grease the wheels of service within St. Mark’s.
A deacon’s ministry usually involves getting the church and the 

world to meet and know each other. Being able to do that well hinges 
in part on our life in the world. We know it because we are in it a 
significant part of the time. Thus our compensation is often there, 
not in the church. Also getting paid by the church would seem like 
double-dipping to many, and would run up against the perception 
that clergy aren’t doing what they do for the money, they do it for the 
love of God.
That said, there should be opportunities for a parish to assist their 

deacon financially. Why? Because no call to ordination involves 
handing over one’s wallet at the same time. Any ministry should be a 
shared one. Others need to contribute to the actions, and the costs.  
Seen from an organizational standpoint, support for the deacon 

should be a given. The typical business spends 1.6% of their 
annual payroll on employee education and improvement. That 
is a recognition that every person on the payroll is an asset to the 
company. You pay to maintain your property – why wouldn’t you 

invest in your people, who are more important than any building or 
piece of equipment?
So, supporting a deacon should be seen as a positive thing to do. 

That would suggest, at a minimum: paying for them to attend 
diocesan convention and other major diocesan events; providing 
mileage for their travels in ministry, outside of Sunday worship and 
major holidays; underwriting a regular spiritual retreat. For deacons 
whose ministry is meeting people in need where they are, unfettered 
access to a discretionary fund would be useful.
Another consideration in this day and age is that many people are 

semi-employed. One day’s pay from the parish might be part of an 
equivalent FT from multiple sources. I’ve often thought it would be 
beneficial if one could work part time for benefits rather than salary, if 
there were income from another source.  
The Fund for the Diaconate of The Episcopal Church supports 

several deacons, mainly retired, who thought more of their ministry 
than of themselves, and now find themselves in tight circumstances. 
Congregations should consider the long-term circumstances of their 
deacon along with their priest, and help them provide for a secure 
retirement 
Deacon Eve and her husband may appear to have a successful 

business, but no one knows their personal financial situation. It also 
sounds like no one has asked her what her expenses are arising from 
her ministry at St. Mark’s. No deacon should be asked to serve the 
church by paying for the congregation’s ministry out of their own 
pocket. If it’s a shared ministry, it should be a shared expense. And 
sharing the burden means not working the minister down to the nub 
end just to save a buck.

As a newly-minted deacon, Kim Tompkins-
Kozlov was as excited as anyone could be to 
be doing the work of the Lord . Like the rest 
of her classmates, three years of study and 
field work had only energized her even more . 
Thus, after the bishop laid hands on the four 
of them, the new deacons were all wound up 
to pursue the various ministries they had been 
called to .
For Kim, being assigned to the yoked 

parishes of St . Michael the Archangel in 
Wicsissing and St . Barnabas in Arlington was 
a world apart from Grace Church in Cape 
Monte, where she had entered The Episcopal 

Church upon her marriage to Brad . It was 
there that the Spirit was rekindled, those 
many years after she attended some Russian 
Orthodox services with her Babushka . 
Those churches were big, with lots of colors, 
music, and atmosphere . By contrast, “Mike 
& Barney” were tiny, intimate, and quiet . 
Kim felt she was exploring a new part of her 
spirituality along with her call .
Even though she was in charge of parish 

education, the pattern Kim and Fr . Jeff had 
worked out was that the deacon would start 
the service at St . Mike’s most weeks, and he 
would come in time for the consecration, at 

least . But, on the second and fifth Sundays 
Kim would lead Morning Prayer at the sister 
parish .
Deacon Kim was making her third visit at 

St . Barnabas, and all seemed well . At the door 
after the service, she greeted the congregants 
as they headed for home or coffee . After 
the initial rush, Kim turned to see an older 
gentleman slowly making his way towards her, 
carefully planting his cane before taking his 
next steps . She didn’t recognize him from her 
previous services or meetings .
 “Good morning, sir . I’m Deacon Kim . 

How are you today?” The deacon offered her 

Render Unto Caesar
By Deacon keith Mccoy

NEW: Chapter XXXIII

THE DIOCESE OF ST. IVES  Exploring solutions to “problem moments” in diaconal ministry within a fictional diocese

RESPONSE to Chapter XXXII, from May 2017

 The Price is Right
 By Deacon keith Mccoy

The situations in this column are true, but the names have 
been changed to protect the innocent and guilty. Each 
issue features responses to the prior chapter, and a new 
“case study” with an opportunity for comments. 

    Continued on page 14
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AED Board Report 
By archDeacon gen grewell, Secretary

Your AED Board meet on June 13 for their first conference call meeting, following our in-person meeting in 
March at the Hilton Garden Inn in Atlanta.
This call focused on AED’s Strategic Plan and its progress. (See article on page 3) Currently, we know that our 

primary goal is to enhance AED’s visibility across the church. Each of us needs to purposely be visible in our own 
communities. Some examples of how this is happening include such things as interfaith movements in social 
justice, advocacy, deportation and immigration actions – all walking with the individuals who are involved.
As we discussed the Strategic Plan, we know that we have challenges in front of us. We also know that the Plan 

needs to remain broad enough so that it will be fluid. As we need to make adjustments we are able to do this.
Our transition to a new treasurer has been a bit slower than the Board anticipated. Bonnie Stewart, from the 

Diocese of Oregon, has agreed to be the AED Treasurer. She and Lori are working together to get the transition 
completed.

VOLUNTEERING AT GENERAL CONVENTION
As mentioned in the last Board Report, planning continues toward General Convention 

in 2018. The dates are July 5-13, 2018 in Austin, TX.  If you an interest in participating in 
the daily Eucharists or assisting in any of the variety of roles, please contact Gen Grewell at 
ggrewell@ecww.org. She will be compiling a list of those who are interested.
Have a wonderful summer and stay safe.

aeD BoarD rePort

hand in greeting .
“Why didn’t we pray for our president today?” 

he growled . “I prayed for that other guy for 
eight years . I’d like to thank God we got a real 
American finally .”
The young deacon was speechless, and frozen 

in the face of the parishioner’s blunt response . 
She eventually managed to mutter, “I’m sorry, 
I’ll ask Father Jeff about it,” as the old timer 
glided past her with no further recognition .
Two women gave their perfunctory greetings as 

they continued their personal conversation and 
stroll towards the caffeine . It was the last person 
in line who stopped to commiserate with Kim .
“Don’t pay any attention to Bill . He hasn’t 

liked any president since Reagan, and he only 
tolerated him .”
“Really?” said the deacon . “Who is he, Joan?  

I don’t think I’ve met him yet – and I’m sure I 
would have remembered him .”
“That’s Bill Hardtone – his family owned the 

hardware store in town for generations . But his 
sons closed it right after he retired rather than 
compete with the big box stores, and he’s been 
even crankier since then . He’d love to bring back 
the Fifties .” The older woman wrinkled her nose 
at the thought .
“Wow,” responded Kim . “I’ll have to talk with 

Jeff about this .”
Later that week the vicar clued the deacon 

in on more of the personalities and quirks 
of the two congregations, in addition to Mr . 
Hardtone . They also discussed the cycle of 
prayers, and decided to leave it as it had been .
It was two visits later to the Arlington site that 

the deacon noticed Bill again in the pews . As the 
cycle would have it, the Prayers of the People 
were Form I, and included the President, the 
Governor, and the Mayor by name .  
At the end of worship, the same small groups 

went this way or that . Kim turned from her post 
at the door to see the elderly man headed her 
way, with Joan Dipple a few paces behind him . 
Kim took a breath . “Good morning, Mr . 

Hardtone . Good to see you this morning .”
He slowed a bit in his procession out the door .  

“I see you paid attention to me . That’s more 
than that priest has done . Maybe you’ve got a 
future here .”
“I did discuss it with him,” replied the deacon 

diplomatically . She managed to grasp Bill’s hand 
for just a second as he kept on walking .
“Well then, maybe we can get rid of all those 

foreign countries in the prayers . Let them pray 
to their own gods – we’ve got enough troubles 
in this country as it is .” With his back to her at 
this point and his eyes on the outside steps, Kim 

immediately concluded that this was not the 
time for a theological discussion .
But Joan was there when Kim turned around . 

“He’s a pip, ain’t he?” She patted the young 
cleric on the arm . “Don’t let my contemporaries 
get you down . Some of us actually pay attention 
to the Gospel .”
But the deacon was still distressed by the 

conversation . “I feel like I should do something, 
or say something . But what? How do I reach 
someone like Bill?”
“I’m not sure what you can say to him that 

would change his mind . All I know is that 
such discussions are way above my pay grade 
here .” As she stepped out into the morning sun, 
Mrs . Dipple grinned and said to the perplexed 
deacon, “I’ll see you at the potluck on Friday . 
Tell me then if you get hit with a bolt of 
insight .”

What would you do? Please send responses 
with your take on this article to kmccoy1@
optonline .net . Comments received within a 
month will be taken into consideration when 
writing the response . 

 
Deacon Keith McCoy has twenty plus years as a 
deacon and manager of public agencies. He serves 
in the Diocese of New Jersey. 

St. Ives, from page 13

Bonnie Stewart
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Ruth E . Brown, 4/6/2017, Eastern Oregon, 80, 2007
Robert G . Caughey, 6/14/2017, California, 90, 1973 
Edmond L . Cherbonnier, 3/7/2017, Missouri, 1947
Barbara Connors, 6/3/2017, Connecticut, 80, 1996
Nydia Flores, 5/3/2017, New York, 85, 1997
Christopher L . Harrigfeld, 6/12/2017, California, 89, 2000
Patricia (Tricia) Rosso, 5/2/2017, California, 62, 2003
C . Russell Smith, Jr ., 4/21/2017, W . N . Carolina, 85, 1992
Jared H . Tucker, 3/21/2017, Los Angeles, 86, 1995

in memoriam 
Deacon deaths received by AED, are listed alphabetically by name, date 
of death, diocese, age and ordination year.

Every effort has been made to provide accurate information and we 
regret any errors. We appreciate being notified when a deacon has died. 
Please send notifications, including diocese, date of ordination, age and 
date of death to membership@episcopaldeacons.org.  

I support the work of AED!  Enclosed are my annual dues: 

q Sustaining Membership  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $75
q Regular Membership  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $50
q Student/Limited Income Membership . . $30
q Supporting Membership  . . . . . . . . . . . $150
q Patron Membership . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $250

membership
in AED

(For gift memberships, please complete using the details of the person to whom you are giving the gift.)

Name ______________________________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________

City  ______________________________________State  ________ ZIP ________________

Phone ______________________________________________________________________

E-mail  _____________________________________________________________________

q Check enclosed for US $ __________________  (US bank or US money order)
( If you prefer to pay by credit card, please join via our online secure form found on our website,  
www.episcopaldeacons.org. On the home page, click the button, “Join, Renew or Donate to AED!”)

I am a:  q deacon   q presbyter   q bishop   q friend
I am in formation for:   q deacon   q presbyter
I want to be a deacon: q  
Birth date: (if deacon or in formation) ____/ ____/ ____
Ordination date: (if deacon) ____/ ____/ ____
This is a gift membership: q
My diocese:  ________________________________________________________________

As a member you’ll receive Diakoneo 
magazine 4 times per year, plus our 
monthly enewsletter, Deacon Update.

Additional benefits of membership:

•  Support for the ministry of deacons  
in the US and around the world

•  Enable the growth of AED and  
the sharing of resources

•  Make possible financial support  
for provincial deacon events

Mail to:
AED Membership Office
PO Box 391197
Mountain View, CA 94039

Join AED!  Mail this form or join online.

Canadian deacons are asked to 
purchase a “Blended Membership” 
through the Association of Anglican 
Deacons in Canada, which provides  
full member benefits in AED . 

Visit www .anglicandeacons .ca or  
contact Deacon Jacqueline Bouthéon  
at aadc .members@sympatico .ca .

Please send my quarterly issue  
of Diakoneo magazine via:   
q email pdf (saves AED $2.25)
q US mail   

q Life Membership . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1,000   
 (A 24 monthly payment plan is available, online only.)

q Extended Life Membership  . . . . . . . . $400+
 (Additional payments, by check, of $300 each due at  
12 and 24 months. Not available online.)

GIVE AED AS A GIFT!
Membership in AED makes  

a great gift for anyone in  
diaconal formation  
or newly ordained.

AED ON SOCIAL MEDIA
Like AED’s Facebook page 
Join AED’s Facebook group .

Sign up for Deacon Update, AED’s monthly email news 
at www .episcopaldeacons .org 

Young Episcopal Deacons at youngdeacons .net

Anglodeacons Yahoo Group at groups .yahoo .com/neo/
groups/anglodeacons/info 

@EpiscoDcns 

Visit AED’s website
 for resources on discernment, formation, lliturgy, 

ministry, continuing education and more!
Read sermons and back issues of Diakoneo,  
discover books, find gifts and watch videos!

www.episcopaldeacons.org
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newly orDaineD Recent 
Ordinations

We celebrate the following Vocational Deacon ordinations that have been reported to AED. Ordination 
notices (date, diocese and deacon) are published as we receive them. Please send ordination notices to 
membership@episcopaldeacons.org. 

2/12/17 Los Angeles  .  .  .  .  .  . Patti Angelo
5/6/17 Toronto  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Michael van Dusen 
5/7/17 Northwestern PA  .  . David Betz, Dorothy Konyha
5/13/17 New York  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Chisara R . Alimole, Eugene (Gene) 

Bourquin, Jacqueline M . Sanchez-
Shabazz, Richard P . Limato, Shiane M . 
Lee

5/14/17 Toronto  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Earl Campbell 
5/21/17 Los Angeles  .  .  .  .  .  . Laura Siriani
6/3/17 Rochester  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Stephen Robb
6/3/17 Southern Ohio  .  .  .  .  Devin Rodgers, Charles Graves IV, 

Emmanuel Tuyishime and Jared Talbot 
6/4/17 Florida  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Mark Richardson
6/10/17 Arizona   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Rodger Babnew, Susie Parker, Debra 

Loder 
6/10/17 Colorado  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Rich Paul
6/10/17 Maryland  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Corby Zeren, Eric Ian Gabriel 

Whitehair, Jo Marie Leslie, Joan 
Hickey Kelly

6/10/17 Northern CA  .  .  .  .  . Donna Arellano
6/10/17 Rhode Island  .  .  .  .  . Christine Cassels
6/10/17 Western MA   .  .  .  .  .  Julie Butcher, Linda Taupier, Patricia 

O’Connell
6/15/17 Arkansas .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Linda Brown
6/17/17 Chicago  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Garth M . Howe, Daryce Hoff Nolan 
6/17/17 Nebraska  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Teresa Houser 
6/17/17 Pennsylvania   .  .  .  .  .  Barbara Kinzer Tobin, Diane E . 

Faison, Toneh Alana Williams

Ordination of Mark Elliston 
(transitional), Dorothy Konyha, 
Nicholas Evancho (transitional) and 
David Betz on May 7, in the Diocese 
of Northwestern PA.

As space allows, we include 
ordination photos. Please send high 

resolution photos, 300 dpi and at 
least 3" wide to communications@

episcopaldeacons.org. 

Ordination of Chisara Alimole, Shiane Lee, Richard 
Limato, Gene Bourquin and Jacqueline Sanchez-
Shabazz on May 13, in the Diocese of New York. With 
formation director Denise LaVetty, third from right.

Ordination of Beth Washburn, Pat 
O’Connell, Julie Butcher, Linda 
Taupier and Vicki Ix (transitional) 
on June 10, by Bishop Douglas 
Fisher, in the Diocese of Western 
Massachusetts. 
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