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Marks of Mission offer a framework  
for us as we explore what it means  

to be disciples in all our different  
cultures and contexts.

The Good News  
of discipleship

e d i to r i a l

ON A RECENT VISIT to the Church in the Province of the West Indies I 
was inspired by their plans to rekindle the minds and spirit of Anglicans 
towards intentional discipleship. Their plan of action which aims to focus 
and renew their faith into practical action in the community is guided by 
the Five Marks of Mission. These are proclaiming the Good News; teaching, 
baptizing and nurturing new believers; responding to human need; 
transforming unjust structures to challenge violence and pursue peace and 
reconciliation; and finally safeguarding and sustaining creation.

 These Marks of Mission offer a framework for us as we 
explore what it means to be disciples in all our different 
cultures and contexts. In this issue of Anglican World 
intentional discipleship, linked to the theme for ACC-16, 
is a thread that runs through the stories from around the 
Communion, with each one reflecting these hallmarks of 
mission.

 In Peru the churches have been asking what it means 
to be disciples and how their faith can be more than something they do 
on Sunday; while in the Philippines discipleship has been expressed in the 
way the church has been enabling people who have received support to 
become supporters of others, giving back generously from the little they 
have. These stories, along with many others in the magazine, show how 
transformational discipleship can be, as it is lived out in our very different 
and colourful church families around the world.

 As we look towards people coming together from across the 
Communion for ACC-16 in April and begin to explore what ‘intentional 
discipleship in a world of differences’ might mean, I am sure we will be 
enriched by each other’s stories and experiences. My prayer is that the 
light of Christ will burn more brightly as people’s lives are transformed by 
becoming intentional disciples.

 
Archbishop Josiah Idowu-Fearon
Secretary General of the Anglican Communion
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c o m m u n i o n n e w s

ROLE OF BISHOPS 
EXPLORED IN NIGERIAN 
RETREAT

 
Bishops of the Anglican Church of 
Nigeria discussed the nature and 
role of a bishop at their annual 
retreat in January. Bishops were 
described as “the leading light, 
shining to help those still groping 
in the dark,” and the Bishop of 
Ekiti West, the Rt Revd Samuel 
Oke, said that bishops should 
work with “pragmatic zeal to lead 
sinners to Christ”. But he said that 

governments also have a role 
to play to “rise up and help the 
needy, the have-nots [and] the 
down trodden”. The Bishop of Udi, 

CHURCHES MAP EUROPE MIGRATION

e u r o p e  &  m i d d l e  e a s t

a f r i c a

When the senior archbishops 
of the Anglican Communion 
gathered in Canterbury 
Cathedral in January they did so 
against a backdrop of complex 
disagreements. But despite what 
the Archbishop of Canterbury 
described as “quite difficult” 
discussions, the leaders agreed 
to “walk together” and the the 
Archbishop of Cape Town, Thabo 
Makgoba, said that he was “full of 
hope for our Church and for the 
world”, as he disclosed that the 
Primates had washed each other’s 

feet and prayed blessings on each 
other during the final Eucharist 
in the Crypt of Canterbury 
Cathedral on Friday morning. 

“We read the passage from the 
foot washing and we passed the 
basin around and the towel, and 
we washed each other’s feet,” he 
said. “That’s a powerful thing of 
humility. That’s a powerful thing 
of closeness after a very hard 
working week.”

A new publication mapping 
migration across Europe has 
been published by the Churches’ 
Commission for Migrants in Europe 
(CCME) and the World Council 
of Churches. Mapping Migration 
is a revised and updated edition 
of the previous joint study and 
combines first-person accounts 
with theological and sociological 
studies into migration in Europe. It 
explores challenges and changes 
in the European church landscape 
in light of international migration. 

“This updated study contributes 
to a better understanding of 
migration and diversity in European 
societies and churches,” said 

CCME general secretary Doris 
Peschke. The study has been 
prepared by missiologist the Revd 
Dr Darrell Jackson and sociologist 
Dr Alessia Passarelli. Mapping 
Migration combines theological 
interpretation, sociological 
accounts, and the voices of 
migrants themselves. It articulates 
both the experiences of migrants 
and how they shape and build 
church communities in Europe. Fr 
Heikki Huttunen, the Conference 
of European Churches’ general 
secretary, said that “Migration 
provides opportunity to welcome 
the stranger and uphold the 
dignity of every human being.”

Bishop of Udi, the Rt Revd 
Chijoke Aneke

DIOCESE OF UDI

Primates gathered for their  
meeting in Canterbury

ANGLICAN COMMUNION

the Rt Revd Augustine Chijioke 
Aneke, said no man was infallible, 
and bishops should be open to 
criticism for checks and balances. 
He said, “As the true servants 
of God, bishops must be a solid 
example: sober, watchful, diligent, 
reliable and dependable.” A bishop 
should also have an “approachable 
disposition that will lead them 
in managing their family well as 
a good example for the larger 
congregation to follow.”

PRIMATES WASHED EACH OTHER’S FEET IN CANTERBURY

g l o b a l
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PAKISTAN UNDER GRIP OF TERRORISM 

a s i a

SHUTTERSTOCK

ASIANET-PAKISTAN / SHUTTERSTOCK.COM

The Bishop of Peshawar has said 
that Pakistanis are living “under the 
terrible grip of terrorism” and urged 
world-wide prayer for his country 
after a string of terror attacks – 
the latest leaving 19 people dead 
and 17 injured. The gun attack 
on the Bacha Khan University in 
Charsadda in mid January was 
the latest in a string of attacks to 
hit the country over the past 12 
months. The Bishop of Peshawar, 
the Rt Revd Humphrey Peters, said 

that the attack in Charsadda – part 
of the Diocese of Peshawar – had 
left him not knowing what to say 

“except to pray and ask people 
to pray for us. We are under the 
terrible grip of terrorism…. We are 
very disturbed about it,” he told an 
interviewer on Premier Radio.

Despite this more than 
200 people from Pakistan’s 
different faith communities were 
brought together by the Diocese 
of Raiwind’s peacebuilding 

JAMAICAN ANGLICANS 
POOL EFFORTS FOR 
LASTING CHANGE

Churches in Jamaica have begun 
pooling their work and skills so that 
local churches’ ‘little efforts’ can 
combine to make a big difference. 
This pioneering approach to 
mission, dubbed the Anglican 
Togetherness Group (ATG), is being 
supported by the Anglican mission 
agency United Society.

“The initiative started four years 
ago when six churches in the Mona 
Valley of Kingston – representing 
8,000 people from all parts of the 
community – held community 
walks to raise awareness of local 
issues,” a spokesman for United 
Society said. “The walks were a 
success, leading to the launch of 
ATG, which aims to applaud what 

a m e r i c a s

g l o b a l

The Church should “re-commit and 
re-dedicate itself to do all for the 
freedom of those enslaved and 
trafficked, so that they may have 
life and have it more abundantly,” 
the general secretary of the 
Synod of the Church of North 
India has said. Alwan Masih said 
that the Church had discovered 
another victim of trafficking over 
Christmas. The victim was “a young 

girl of 12 years for whom life has 
become a burden unbearable.” Mr 
Masih highlighted the role that 
religious and faith leaders have 
played in speaking out against 
modern slavery, including the 
joint declaration signed by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury Justin 
Welby, Pope Francis and other 
Christian, Jewish and Muslim 
leaders “to inspire spiritual and 

CHURCH CALLED TO FIGHT FOR VICTIMS OF SLAVERY 
AND TRAFFICKING

churches are already doing while 
enabling them to achieve more 
by learning from each other and 
sharing skills and resources. 

“Some of these ‘little efforts’ 
include a homework and learning 

centre for students, vocational 
training in video production, peace 
management skills, and a rugby 
club that is helping young men to 
express and contain their anger and 
frustration in safe ways.”

practical action by all global faiths 
and people of goodwill everywhere 
to eradicate human trafficking 
across the world by 2020 and for all 
time”.

Playing rugby encourages anger management

department a few weeks earlier 
to mark three significant religious 
festivals as part of efforts to 
promote understanding, respect, 
and to build relationships between 
people of different faiths.
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Æ

A new programme called 
Christian Life and Formation 
was set up a year ago by Bishop 
Bill. He said, “We haven’t used 
the word discipleship because in 

DIOCESE OF PERU

by rachel farmer

CHURCHES IN SOUTH 
AMERICA have been growing at a 
phenomenal rate, but, according 
to the Bishop of Peru, the Rt Revd 
Bill Godfrey, and his team of lay 
workers, there has been a gap. “If 
you ask the average person in 
Peru if they are a Christian, the 
majority will say they are, but 
how that makes a difference in 
their day to day lives is much 
more limited,” says lay worker 
Paul Tester. “A lot of people don’t 
have the word discipleship in their 
vocabulary and we’ve been trying 
to help people understand what it 
means to be a disciple of Christ.”

Spanish the word formation explains 
it better. Our faith has got to 
express itself in the life we live, so 
we have set up a team of people to 
visit every parish in the diocese and 
help them look at where they are 
and what resources might help them 
move forward in discipleship.”

The small team of lay people 
including Paul Tester and Anna Sims, 
both working in Peru with CMS, 
and Peruvian lay workers Lizbeth 
Varillas and Sonia Chambi, have 
spent the past year working with a 
whole range of parishes from shanty 
towns in the city of Lima to remote 
rural parishes in the Andes. The 
team has been helping parishes look 
at how they are in the light of six 

The chapel at Tariachi used by the Anglican church

Mind the Gap  
– growing disciples in Peru

“A lot of what 
we’ve done has 
been opening up 
conversations for 
people to think about 
being disciples and 
what that might mean”

f e at u r e

Teach bapTise & nurTure
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Æ Christianity is when people say to 
me, ‘I’m a Christian but I don’t go to 
church.’ You never found Christians 
in the Bible who didn’t belong to 
Church – Christians and Church 
go together – because it says in 
Ephesians 5.25 ‘Christ loved the 
Church.’ Some people don’t like that.”

Lizbeth said the huge differences 
across Peru meant there couldn’t be 
any set way of enabling discipleship. 
She said, “In Lima there are more 
churches, and clergy can share 
experiences and support each other, 
but in the regions people are more 
isolated with big distances between 
churches. Peru is such a vast country 
with almost 10 million people (a 
third of the total population) living 
in and around the capital, where 
there are extremes of poverty and 
wealth and also crime. Out in the 
rural areas traditions and culture are 
very strong.” One of the challenges 
to helping people connect their daily 
lives with their Christian faith is the 
way people have been brought up to 
think that religion is just about going 
to church on Sundays and not seeing 
it as affecting the way they live.”

Anna said she had however been 
encouraged by one family she had 
met in Chiclayo where she worked 
with Lizbeth. “Only the mother and 
daughter went to church in the 
family we stayed with when we were 
first there. The vicar gave them a 
Bible, which the 13-year-old was 
reading and then asking questions. 
When we visited again last week the 
husband had started going to church 
too and getting involved. They told 
us how talking about their faith and 
discussing it had made them realise 
how Christ wanted to be part of their 

relationships and that their 
communication is better and they 
have a better family.”

The team are excited about the 
future and how their work with 
parishes will help build up a new 
depth of faith and action in churches 
across the diocese. Anna said using 
the six strands as a kind of spiritual 
thermometer they spoke with church 
members, clergy and leaders and 
asked people to fill out questionnaires 
as well as conducting interviews 
with clergy. “It was a bit like market 
research, I suppose,” said Anna. 

“We’re hoping when we look back on 
what we’ve found we will be able to 
see some patterns that will help. But 
we do recognise every church and 
situation is different and has different 
needs. One thing we are finding is 
that people really value taking time to 
talk about these things and getting 
feedback. A lot of what we’ve done 
has been opening up conversations 
for people to think about being 
disciples and what that might mean.”

Christian Life and Formation (VCF) 
core team members from left, Liz-
beth Varillas, Anna Sims, Paul Tester 
and Sonia Chambi

Bible study group                                                                       

A meal at the home of a Peruvian 
church family

Mind the Gap  
– growing disciples in Peru

strands which includes the Lord’s 
Prayer, the Ten Commandments, 
the Apostles Creed, a personal 
relationship with Jesus,  Scripture 
and the Sacraments

Bishop Bill explained, “If you 
go around to many of our 17th 
century English churches you 
see the Lord’s prayer, the Ten 
Commandments and the Apostles’ 
Creed up on the walls. People had 
to learn them for Confirmation 
in those days for spiritual and 
pastoral reasons. It was because 
belief equalled faith –  so the way 
we behave is because of what we 
believe – like a kind of curriculum. 
We took those three things and 
criss-crossed or wove them with 
a personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ. You don’t have anything 
without that. Then Holy Scripture, 
which is absolutely essential, along 
with the sacraments. Then the 
Church – that’s very important. 
The biggest heresy in western 

“One of the 
challenges to helping 
people connect  their 
daily lives with their 
Christian faith is 
the way people have 
been brought up to 
think that religion is 
just about going to 
church on Sundays”

f e at u r e
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Æ

by rachel farmer

FOOTBALL MAY BE A RELIGION 
for some, but it is also a universal 
language. One priest from the 
Democratic Republic of Congo 
(DRC) has a vision to transform lives 
and he believes football can play a 
part in bringing reconciliation to his 
war-torn country.

Canon Désiré Mukaniwra is a 
priest for Mission, Evangelism and 
Christian Formation ministry in the 
Province of the Anglican Church of 
the Congo, and Congo Brazzaville. 
A priest with a love of football, he 
explained: “I had a vision to reach out 
to different social groups and share 

the Gospel of Christ in the places 
where people are. Footballers are 
one of these groups. They spend all 
their time in the football field and 
most of them have no time to go to 
church on Sundays.”

“An idea came to me during 
my mission in one of our regions 
where the war had been so intense 
in Rutshuru and I organised an 
outreach with the footballers.” 
Canon Désiré explained how he 
preached about God’s love to this 
group a few times. He said, “The war 
had brought tribal conflicts between 
people. My purpose was to bring 
together young people, who were 
being used by some people for killing 

SHUTTERSTOCK

“football’s main 
contribution to 
conflict resolution is its 
universality; it crosses 
frontiers inspiring and 
motivating children”

Reconciliation  
and the ‘beautiful game’

f e at u r e

others, to come together to rebuild 
and develop our nation for God’s 
Glory.” He explained that many of 
the children and young people in 
that area had been traumatised by 
violent rebel attacks and he believed 
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most traumatised places on earth – 
40 per cent of the women have been 
raped. But there was also a huge lack 
of the most basic things – people 
didn’t have enough food for their 
children or medical supplies and the 
help they have offered is all run on a 
shoestring.” She said Canon Désiré 
struggles to keep the school open 
due to lack of funding. “His wife, 
Claudaline, runs a tailoring business,” 
she said, “If she doesn’t sell enough 
dresses they don’t have enough 
money for food that week. But he 
still dreams of each pupil having 
a laptop and the school having a 
football team!”

Other projects run by the church 
include an adult literacy programme, 
growing of Irish potatoes, women’s 
handicraft project and a tailoring 
project. Canon Désiré said, “We 
thank God, because all the actions 
are bringing about change with 
tangible impact in terms of spiritual, 
social, economic, visible unity and 
reconciliation. And the footballers, 
who are also poor, are joining these 
projects when they are free, which 
helps with their self reliance as well.”

Æ football could help build bridges.
From this small step three 

football teams were brought 
together. He said, “They played 
together and also heard the word of 
God and some came to faith in Jesus 
Christ. Now we are hearing the 
tremendous news that people are 
coming and working together. This is 
a sign of hope and reconciliation.”

In addition to Canon Désiré’s 
work bringing together young 
footballers, he is also the Projects 
Director of Goma, Masisi and 
Rutshuru Archdeaconries, in 
Bukavu Diocese led by Bishop 
Bahati Balibusane Sylvestre. He has 
helped set up ecumenical projects 
to alleviate poverty and enhance the 
lives of people returning to the area 
after the war. His school for orphans 
in Goma is just one of the projects 
which came to the attention of the 
mother of a UK footballer.

Kathy McQueen, whose son Sam, 
plays for English premier league 
football team Southampton FC, 
visited the country last year as part 
of a team from the charity Flame 
International working with church 
leaders at a national conference. 
One afternoon Kathy and Désiré 
found themselves kicking a ball 
around with local children and their 
shared vision to make a difference 
to young people through football 
became the topic of conversation.

She said, “I extended my trip to 
visit some projects. Everywhere 
we met people with stories of 
some experience of violence, loss 
or trauma. The Congo is one of the 

Kathy’s dream is to connect UK 
football players with children in 
the DRC and set up a mentoring or 
sponsorship programme. “My hope 
it that there would be some financial 
link and the massive wealth of the 
football industry would be invested 
in the lives of children in the DRC. 
These players could be great role 
models for the children.”

Canon Désiré and Kathy are not 
alone in their dream. Co-director of 
the Anglican Alliance, the Revd Andy 
Bowerman, who is also chaplain to 
Southampton FC, recently brought 
together a group of people interested 
in how football might be used for 
transformation and reconciliation. He 
said, “Wherever I go travelling around 
the world I see children playing 
football with anything. Perhaps 
football’s main contribution to 
conflict resolution is its universality; 
it crosses frontiers inspiring and 
motivating children.”

Andy believes sport can play 
an important role in maintaining 
open channels of communication in 
places of conflict and tension. The 
Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin 
Welby, has given his backing to the 
emerging initiative and said, “I hope 
that we can develop something 
that goes with sport and goes with 
reconciliation and peacemaking.” 
The football for reconciliation 
and development initiative aims 
to research and map existing 
programmes, networking and 
articulating the Church’s distinct role 
in football in development, holding a 
regional consultation at a future date.

KATHY MCQUEEN

“all the actions are 
bringing about change 
with tangible impact in 
terms of spiritual, social, 
economic, visible unity 
and reconciliation”

Kathy McQueen with two teachers in Goma

Football – a universal language across Africa

Reconciliation  
and the ‘beautiful game’

f e at u r e
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And despite its very rich natural 
endowments, the majority of 
Filipinos are suffering from massive 
grinding poverty. Just before 
Christmas a powerful typhoon hit 
the country killing 11 people and 
causing the evacuation of 700,000 
people mostly living along coastal, 
flood and landslide-prone areas in 
14 provinces. Pictures of families 
crying over their destroyed houses, 
wondering where they would 
spend Christmas, filled up our daily 
newspapers.

These are the situations, which 
provide the greatest challenges 
for the Episcopal Church in the 
Philippines today. It is our hope 
that, with the urgency of the issues 
of climate change and poverty 
which are killing our people, 
ACC-16 would put all its focus 
and energy on how the Anglican 
Communion can work together to 
bring more concrete and effective 

ANGLICAN COMMUNION

AS REPRESENTATIVES from around 
the world prepare to come together 
for the meeting of the Anglican 
Consultative Council (ACC-16) 
in Zambia this April, a few of the 
delegates reflect on their situation 
and their hopes for the meetings.

Philippines

Provincial 
Secretary, 
Floyd Lalwet 
writes…

‘According 
to the UN 
Office for 
Disaster Risk 
Reduction 

the Philippines is the fourth in 
the world among countries hit by 
the highest number of disasters 
over the past 20 years. A total of 
274 disasters were recorded in 
the country from 1995 to 2015. 

Our world of differences
Where we come from and what we hope for

actions to addressing these 
situations, which threaten the lives 
of our people everyday.’

Northern Argentina

The Rt Revd 
Nicholas 
Drayson 
writes…

‘I am 
greatly 
looking 
forward 
to my first 

experience of the ACC. The 
Province of South America, 
including our diocese of Northern 
Argentina, covers a huge and 
diverse area. From the most 
southerly Anglican churches in 
the world, bound by snow and ice, 
to the heat of the endless forests 
of the Chaco… from the heights 
of the Andes to the teeming cities 

The launch of ACC-16 in Zambia

f e at u r e
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of Buenos Aires… the common 
denominator seems to be “worlds 
of difference”. There are huge 
differences of lifestyle between 
rich and poor, urban and rural, 
professional and hunter-gatherer.

And yet there is a striking unity 
in the common cause of Christ. 
Different concerns – such as 
injustice and deforestation in the 
north, family breakdown and social 
change in marginalized villages and 
suburbs – find a common response 
in Jesus’ command to love God and 
our neighbour. This is intentional 
discipleship – a deliberate 
response to His call, whatever our 
circumstances. We are especially 
keen to encourage discipleship 
in families, and I would hope that 
this is something our region can 
bring to wider discussions in the 
Communion.’

Zambia 

The Rt Revd 
David Njovu 
writes…

‘Statistics 
that say 
80 per 
cent of the 
population 
of Zambia 

profess to be Christians – it’s a 
big number and with such a big 
number you would expect the 
Church to have a great impact in 
the country, on its management 
of resources and the way things 
are done. The Church is having 
an impact in some areas and is 
doing well with work through 
schools, hospitals and social justice 
programmes, but it could do more, 
and in terms of moving people from 
professing to living their Christian 
faith we are not doing so well.

In August 2014 the Diocese 
drew together all groups linked 
to the church for 4 days and we 
agreed to go back to the basics of 
the teaching that can help us live 
the faith we profess. We came up 
with the theme Sustaining growth 
through discipleship. Our emphasis 
is going to be on discipleship and 
we are discipling members so that 
they can become disciples who go 
and make new converts. We hope 
the ACC-16 theme will help the 
Anglican Communion everywhere 

to come up with practical ideas 
to help people learn how to do 
discipleship in diverse areas and 
cultures – recognising we all do it 
differently.’

Australia 
The Rt Revd 
Sarah Macneil 
writes…

‘I come 
from the far 
north coast 
of New South 
Wales in 
Australia. 

It is a glorious sub-tropical part 
of Australia and many people 
holiday and retire here but young 
people leave the region for 
further education. Our church 
population is ageing and declining. 
We face significant challenges in 
reaching out with the Gospel to 
those in our community who are 
unchurched. This is the experience 
of many Australian dioceses. I 
am hoping that ACC-16 will give 
us all the opportunity to share 
our experiences, to learn from 
each other and to be enriched by 
the experience of worshipping, 
studying and talking together. I 
will bring to ACC-16 the prayers 
of the Australian Church and our 
experience in becoming a Church 
for the 21st century in a time of 
great change.’

Wales 
Helen 
Birtwhistle 
writes…

‘The 
Church in 
Wales is 
changing – 
positively, 
proactively 

and purposefully – to realise its 
2020 Vision. As we head towards 
a century since disestablishment, 
it is clear that we have been 
entrusted with an amazing gift 
from God. That gift involves using 
all our resources, including lay and 
ordained people, to reinvigorate 
our culture of mission and ministry, 
engaging more effectively with the 
communities we seek to serve and 
truly become the prayerful heart 
of each community.

ACC-16, with its focus on 
intentional discipleship, has a real 
resonance for small provinces 
like Wales – a devolved nation 
with a proud history and heritage, 
and a distinct language. Wales, 
and the Church in Wales, are 
different but connected. The 
Anglican Communion supports 
that connectedness through 
faith and Christian love. I pray 
that I will be empowered to join 
with fellow members to have the 
courage to challenge the causes of 
poverty and injustice, and address 
inequalities. Together, and by the 
Grace of God, we can help realise 
intentional discipleship in a world 
of differences, with love, tolerance 
and understanding.’

West Indies
Clifton Nedd 
writes…

The 
Anglican 
Church has a 
rich history 
in the region 
and continues 
to play an 

important role in its development. 
Church schools operate in more 
than half of our dioceses and the 
Church is also active in civic life. 
However,  it’s hard to communicate 
its relevance in a way that the 
public understands. The challenge 
is to re-define itself in a manner 
that is relevant and communicate 
its theology in a language that 
appeals to the Caribbean cultural 
reality.  My hope is that ACC–16 
would energize us to learn from 
our Church family and find new 
ways to communicate our theology 
to the region and that we would 
deepen and strengthen our 
connections with the Churches 
around the world.

f e at u r e

“This is intentional 
discipleship – a 
deliberate response to 
His call, whatever our 
circumstances.”
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The Communion at a glance

SHALOM CENTRE - PERU

CMS

New centre meets community 
needs in Peru

A new centre reaching out to people with 
disabilities has been opened by Jesus el Nazareno 
Church in Pamplona, Lima. The Shalom Centre, part 
of the Anglican Church of Peru, recently opened its 
new building supporting more than 100 children 
with therapies, workshops and activities. It also runs 
sessions for disabled adults in the community.

The Archbishops of Dublin and Jerusalem have signed an 
accord which will see the people of their respective dioceses 

“journey together as brothers and sisters in Christ on a 
common pilgrimage of faith and discipleship.” The Epiphany 
Agreement, which was signed by Archbishop Michael Jackson 
and Archbishop Suheil Dawani in St George’s Cathedral, 
Jerusalem, in January, establishes an official link between the 
Episcopal Diocese in Jerusalem in the Province of Jerusalem 
and the Middle East and the United Dioceses of Dublin and 
Glendalough in the Church of Ireland.

Dublin and Jerusalem Anglicans to journey together

UNITED DIOCESES OF DUBLIN AND GLENDALOUGH

Theology under a mango tree
There was some good news for the church in South 

Sudan. After decades of displacement in Uganda, Bishop 
Allison Theological College (BATC) has been relocated to its 
original home in Yei Diocese. Students now study theology 
under a mango tree at the college’s new home in South 

Sudan. BATC, named after the last British (and CMS) Bishop 
of Sudan – Oliver Allison – was the vision of Seme, the first 
Bishop of Yei, who saw the need for fully trained pastors to 
lead the Church.
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CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL 

ANGLICAN TAONGA

Real Easter Egg production moves to UK

A church-backed chocolate company which produces the Real Easter Egg has 
moved its production from Europe to the UK to cope with increased demand. 
The Real Easter Egg is said to be the only UK Easter egg to explain the Christian 
understanding of Easter on its packaging. More than a million of its fair trade 
Easter eggs have been sold in that time through mail order, churches and 
mainstream supermarkets.

THE MEANINGFUL CHOCOLATE COMPANY

Bi-centenary celebrations for Madras Cathedral

The Church of South India joined in celebrating the bi-centenary of St 
George’s Cathedral in the Diocese of Madras. St George’s was built in 1815 and 
was the setting for the inauguration of the Church of South India in September 
1947. The Cathedral is a piece of architectural grandeur remarkable for its tall 
spire, pillars, marble statues, mural tablets and memorials inside.

The crozier of the sixth century Pope 
Gregory I who sent Augustine to England to 
begin the conversion of the Anglo-Saxons 
was in Canterbury when the Primates of the 
Anglican Communion gathered for their meeting 
in January. The ancient carved ivory-headed 
crozier went on public display at Canterbury 
Cathedral during the weekends before and after 
the Primates’ Gathering after being loaned to 
the Cathedral by the Roman Catholic monks of 
San Gregorio al Celio in Rome.

The Bishop of Waikato in New Zealand 
has been elected an honorary fellow of her 
former Oxford college. The Rt Revd Dr Helen-
Ann Hartley studied at Worcester College in 
Oxford from 1998 to 2005. She is recognised 
for her academic work and for becoming 
the first female bishop to have trained for 
priesthood in the Church of England.

Ancient crozier of Pope at  
Primates’ gathering

Bishop honoured by Oxford 
University
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DECEMBER 2015 MARKED 
a major event in the life of the 
E-Care Foundation, the relief and 
development arm of the Episcopal 
Church in the Philippines. The 
Church was celebrating the turning 
over of 30 houses built together 
with families affected by the 
terrible typhoon in 2014. As the 
text on the foundation stone for the 
new community says, despite the 
devastation, “the typhoon brought 
the survivors together and gave 
them an opportunity to rise up 
better and stronger. This marker 
serves as a constant reminder that 
nothing is impossible when we hope 
and work together.”

The families had worked 
with E-Care’s engineers in 
the construction work in this 
community near Ormoc City. One 
proud householder, a lady aged 67, 
said: “We are happy and we feel 
strong. We have built these houses 
ourselves.” They proudly showed 
their new homes to the bishops who 
had all gathered and blessed the 

homes one by one.
The inaugural celebration 

of this new community was a 
remarkable event, not least in 
that it demonstrated the Receivers 
to Givers (R2G) policy which 
underpins the work of E-Care. The 
community has already paid back 
the cost of the land about 12% of 
the building material costs, while 
also contributing their own labour. 
This means that the support for 
this community can be passed on 
for others to benefit too. As Floyd 
Lalwet, Provincial Secretary and 
Director of E-Care, explained, under 
the R2G policy, “Funds are still given 
as a grant not a loan. The moneys 
belong to the community, in time 
to be granted back and reinvested 
in its own projects or passed on 
to another group or community.” 
Receivers are thereby enabled in 
time to become givers too.

Floyd tells how the idea originally 
came from a group of unemployed 
garment workers in the city who 
requested 20 sewing machines from 

ALL PHOTOS ANGLICAN ALLIANCE

f e at u r e

Receivers to Givers –
the blessings that keep giving in the Philippines

One of the marks of 
discipleship and mission 
is responding to the needs 
around us. The Church in 
the Philippines has been 
a shining example of how 
to offer a helping hand, 
while also enabling people 
to stand on their own two 
feet and practice generosity. 
This is the story of a church 
that helped turn receivers 
into givers…

Bishops in the Philippines praying at the opening Yolanda Housing Project
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associations passed on grants they 
had received to fellow famers’ 
associations. Rachel Carnegie, Co-
Executive Director of the Anglican 
Alliance joined many others at 
the celebrations. “It was a day of 
great joy and inspiration for us 
all from around the Communion. 
The celebrations were about hope 
restored, dignity affirmed and 
mutuality in building lives together. 
We were all receivers of this 
generously given vision.”

Working women
NANAY HELEN TAGALOG’S 
FAMILY was among the partner 
families in the housing project. 
Since her husband had to work as 
a farm labourer, she did the three-
day-per-week labour contribution 
required of each partner family for 
the project. Then she also worked 
for another three days on behalf 
of families who couldn’t send a 
representative to the agreed labour 
mobilisation. It is the payment 
for these three additional days of 
work that allowed her family to pay 
their lot. At the celebration of the 
opening, she talked about their daily 
toil of carrying 40 kgs of cement, 
gravel and sand, steel, wood and 
other construction materials from 
the road to the project site – a 
distance of 500 metres. But she kept 
on crying as she said that all these 
sacrifices were nothing compared 
to the ‘blessing’ that her family had 

f e at u r e

 Floyd Lalwet (left – also on ACC-16 page)

Dedication of one of the houses

Text of memorial stone at Yolanda  
Housing Project

the church. Not expecting anything 
in response, Floyd was surprised and 
inspired when the women returned 
with the original investment, plus 
a thanksgiving gift to the church – 
they now had a good livelihood and 
wanted to give this gift not back but 
forward to another group.

Floyd likens the R2G spirit to 
the Sea of Galilee, which is life 
giving because it both receives and 
gives water to the River Jordan. By 
contrast, the Dead Sea only receives 
water from the Jordan and cannot 
sustain life. E-Care planned to roll 
out the R2G policy from 2012 to 
2015, seeing 10% of its grants given 
forward to other communities. By 
mid-2015 it had already had seen 
more than double the gifting passed 
on. By 2019, E-Care aims to be 
operationally self-reliant.

Back in the community housing 
celebrations near Ormoc City, 
the R2G spirit was in impressive 
evidence as various farmers’ 

Æ

“This marker serves 
as a constant 
reminder that 
nothing is impossible 
when we hope and 
work together”
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received. Nanay Elsie Indolo did 
the same six days of work per week 
because her husband suffered a 
stroke and was physically unable to 
participate in the construction. In 
the same way, it was the additional 
three days work that enabled 
her family to pay for their lot and 
housing cost counterpart. Her 
family also made use of a livelihood 
fund to put up a sari-sari food store 
that her husband is now managing. 
The amount has been fully granted 
back and the family is planning to 
take advantage of another round to 
expand the store. At an earlier visit 
to their temporary shelter, it was her 
husband who kept on crying.

Floyd said: “The stories of Nanay 
Helen and Nanay Elsie echoed 
the same story of hardship and 
joy, suffering and hope that the 
participating households have 
experienced in a project that, at the 
beginning, they could not imagine 
would ever happen.”
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Church of Tanzania in the Diocese 
of Mara. Staff there are working 
to educate communities about the 
effects of FGM and gender based 
violence through involving church 
leaders, community leaders and the 
community at large. Rhobi explained, 

“As a result of this community 
education, we have received girls 
who run to escape FGM and go to 
our pastors asking for protection. 
This led to the establishment of the 
safe house at Mugumu.”

In 2014, 143 girls fled from 
FGM and were protected in 
the safe house. Thirty-four girls 
remained there learning tailoring 
skills, handmade crafts, cooking 
and computer skills. A hundred 
girls were taken back home after 
negotiations and relationship-
building with the girls and their 
parents. On their return the police 
gender desk, village chairman, 
parents, and the safe house 
staff, all sign a memorandum of 
understanding to ensure the safety 

f e at u r e

RHOBI SAMWELLY overcame the 
trauma of female genital cutting 
(FGC), also known as female genital 
mutilation (FGM), when she was 
forced to be cut as a young teenager. 
The procedure nearly killed her, and 
on her recovery, she said, “I was 
angry with my family, but I agreed 
to forgive them if they promised not 
to cut my six younger sisters.” Her 
parents promised to do as she asked. 
Now having graduated in Business 
Administration with Education from 
the Open University of Tanzania, 
Rhobi is helping young girls in the 
Mara region of Tanzania to escape 
from being cut and where possible 
return to their families.

The Safe House where Rhobi is 
based, was set up by the Anglican 

A Safe Haven in Tanzania
The Anglican Church in Tanzania is supporting a safe 
house for girls fleeing the threat of female genital cutting 
and early marriage, while it also tries to inform families 
and communities of the dangers of such practices…

Veronica sewing in the Safe House .
The girls on a march round town on Human rights day in December 
calling for an end to FGM

“Its logo features two 
candles, side by side… 
women and men 
working side by side, 
all of us working side 
by side in a movement 
for gender justice”
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school fees. But Veronica said she 
wanted to go to school first before 
she married and gain more skills to 
be better equipped. Her mother 
intervened and then her father 
became very violent with her mother.

Veronica had learned about the 
dangers of FGM from school where 
she heard that if the circumciser has 
only one knife to cut several girls 
any virus from the first girl like HIV 
could be passed on to the others. She 
managed to escape after her father 
locked her up for two days while he 
went to find a circumciser. “When 
they came back I tricked them,” she 
explained. “I told them I needed to 
go to the toilet, they let me go but I 
never returned. I hid in the bush. But 
there were wild animals and hyenas 
out there and it wasn’t safe for me.”

Eventually Veronica reached the 
Safe House run by Rhobi Samwelly 
where she began to learn new skills 
alongside other girls fleeing violence 
or early marriages. Staff at the Safe 
House later visited her parents to talk 
with them and her father agreed not 
to force Veronica to be cut when she 
returned home.

Source: BBC World Service – extract 
from Escaping Tanzania’s Cutting 
Season http://www.bbc.co.uk/
programmes/p02msmlk

PHOTOS: TANZANIA DEVELOPMENT TRUST

f e at u r e

Above: A group teaching session in December when 190 girls came to the 
Safe House escaping FGM.  Right: A Tanzanian schoolgirl

of the girl back home. Safe house 
staff – in collaboration with the 
police gender desk staff – make 
follow up visits every month to see 
their progress.

This situation provides 
opportunities for church leaders and 
Christians to help people question 
their own traditions and to prevent 
violence and harm to young girls. 
Rhobi said, “A further challenge is 
to promote female children going to 
school and to stop early marriages 
which can contribute to the spread 
of HIV/AIDS and cause delivery 
difficulties and complications when 
they give birth to their children.”

Veronica’s Story…

14-YEAR-OLD VERONICA 
remembers the day she ran away 
from home. She said her parents 
told her as she had finished school 
and reached maturity, she should 
marry and she should be cut. She 
said: “I told them I didn’t want to 
and it infuriated my dad. He started 
beating me. That’s when I decided to 
run away.”

Her ankle was injured in the 
struggle and her father told her if 
she was cut she would get a better 
dowry of cows that could be sold 
to pay for her brother’s boarding 

Æ

Working Side by Side
Eliminating the practice of 
FGM needs social change. Such 
transformation is the goal of the 
new movement Side by Side, which 
launched its website this year. This 
growing global movement of people 
of faith wants to see gender justice 
become a reality across the world. 
The Revd Terrie Robinson, Director 
for Women in Church and Society at 
the Anglican Communion Office and 
co-chair of Side by Side’s inception 
group explains: “We come from faith 
communities, faith institutions and 
faith-based organisations in many 
different countries and cultures 
across the world. We are committed 
to working together to see injustice 
overcome and people from every 
background treated with the dignity, 
respect and justice that God wills for 
them, regardless of gender.”

She said Side by Side is a movement 
of hope. “Its logo features two 
candles, side by side. They represent 
light which is such a strong symbol of 
our faith. They represent women and 
men working side by side, all of us 
working side by side in a movement 
for gender justice.

“One of our priorities is to encourage 
and support church leaders in 
mobilising their communities 
to tackle gender injustice. Faith 
leaders have enormous potential to 
influence their communities. They 
know their people and they know 
their local culture, so they are in an 
authoritative position to question 
attitudes and cultural traditions 
and practices that harm and burden 
women and girls and expect men 
and boys to conform to particular 
stereotypes.”

For more details see: http://
sidebysidegender.org/about-us/
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by paulo ueti 

DISCIPLESHIP IN LATIN AMERICA 
and the Caribbean (LAC) is marked 
by the need for loving service for 
big, deep, lasting and inclusive 
transformation. Latin America 
was a colonised region with a long 
history of violence of all kinds and 
hope, resilience and resistance. It is 
a region marked by Christianity with 
sword and genocide, but at the same 
time by love and a sense of service 
and community. It is a colourful 
place where difference is the norm 
and where religion is very much an 
inherent part of life.

Discipleship is a deep 
requirement undertaken by Jesus. 
Jesus, God incarnated, through his 

presence, word and actions got 
the attention of a large audience. 
As God’s call is to baptise and 
transform the world, it is imperative 
to understand discipleship as a 
continuous process of changing, 
adapting and transforming. 
Violence (especially against women 
and children), crime, poverty, 
xenophobia, forced migration, 
climate change, deforestation and 
their results affect the majority 
of people in the region, religious 
intolerance and inequality flows 
like a river. But the Churches have 
chosen the path of love, dialogue  
and compassion to struggle  
against these.

Following Jesus’ example, 
Churches here are fostering 

“As God’s call is to baptise 
and transform the 
world, it is imperative to 
understand discipleship 
as a continuous process 
of changing, adapting and 
transforming.”

Transforming discipleship 
Discipleship principles from the Anglican Communion in Latin America 
and The Caribbean.

p ro f i l e
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It includes the following methods: 
·      approaching those in need – 
taking the initiative to be where 
people’s needs are.

·      matching the pace – putting our 
attention into the community and 
journeying together. In Guatemala 
the diocese with the Saving with 
Education Programme, the Church is 
helping people save money, manage 
their own business and support 
others in the process.

·      being interested – when churches 
establish discipleship programmes 
the first question is ‘what are you 
discussing as you walk along?’ (Luke 
24.17). A big part of discipleship is 
to understand the context of both 
church and people, and how they are 
influenced by their global situation. 

·      We also need to being ready to 
be silent and listen –discipleship 
requires silence in order to listen 
to each other deeply. The Brazilian 
province organises retreats 
with leaders during the year to 
strengthen their capacity of dialogue 
with each other and with society.

·      Reading the Bible together and 
doing theology for transformation 
is another factor. In Luke’s story, 
Jesus offers them a new perspective 
on the nature and mission of the 
Messiah they have been promised. 
In churches in LAC all training 
programmes cover Bible and 
Theology as an important topic.

·      Practiing hospitality – 
establishing safe and welcoming 
places are an essential part of 
Christian spirituality. Churches 
in LAC aim to make members 
committed to the community, to 
love and sustain service, but also 

Æ disciples as a key part of fulfilling 
the call to “not conform yourself 
to this age but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that 
you may discern what is the will of 
God, what is good and pleasing and 
perfect” (Rom 12.2). In this process 
of discipleship, it is very important 
to pay attention to the method, the 
way, the path, the language. A crucial 
theological concept for Churches 
in Latin America and a key life 
experience for believers, is that God 
always takes the initiative and comes 
to meet us; He delivers himself, 
because God is love and compassion 
(1John 4.19; Hosea 1-3.11). God’s 
gift of himself is unconditional in 
a twofold sense: He does not set 
conditions, nor does He accept 
constraints.

Many Churches in LAC are 
developing ways of making 
disciples by empowering people 
and communities to strive 
for transformation against 
inequality and violence. The 
Diocese of Honduras for instance 
has developed an educational 
programme and family gardening 
project gathering people from poor 
communities and covering themes 
like Bible, Leadership, Ecclesiastical 
management, Anglican Identity, as 
well as helping them to develop 
better and sustainable techniques 
for family farming/gardening and 
climate aware by not using chemicals 
on the land.

The story of the couple on the 
road to Emmaus shared in Luke’s 
Gospel (Luke 24.13-35) shows us 
how to make disciples and change 
realities.

to strengthen stewardship and 
commitment with justice against 
unjust structures of the society and 
church.

·      Saying good words and doing 
good actions – staying in communion 
is also vital (1 Corinthians 11. 29-30). 
All provinces are very concerned to 
join the work for justice and peace.

·      Finally we need to be aware 
about the power of sharing context, 
reading the Bible and worship 
together as a sign of discipleship. We 
are known as disciples in the mission 
and in love to each other and to 
the world, as good stewards of the 
creation, learning and teaching how 
to share.

Most of the churches in LAC 
are working hard to turn violence 
of any kind, inequality, poverty, 
sadness, disconnection, depression, 
individualism, fear and the inability 
to recognise the love of Jesus at the 
start of the walk to Emmaus into an 
Easter pilgrimage and arrive at the 
Eucharistic table. How is it possible to 
realise that the way to Resurrection 
is only possible when we accept 
we need to return to Jerusalem to 
community, joy, dynamism, but also 
to the conflicts in our lives. After 
Emmaus, the disciples, both men and 
women, courageously got back on 
their feet, returned to Jerusalem: 
to the conflicts, to the crises. They 
returned to rebuild another world, 
full of new relationships. The dark 
night of the people became the dawn 
of resurrection.

Paulo Ueti is the Regional Facilitator for 
Latin America and the Caribbean for the 
Anglican Alliance

PAULO UETI

PAULO UETIYouth meeting in Brazil – discipleship and diaconical 
work – faith in action

Bishops of Central America 
organising Human Rights Council, 
helped by Cristosal Foundation and 
El Salvador Diocese

Transforming discipleship 

p ro f i l e
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and always trying to please. As a child 
I always questioned things and I was 
a bit rebellious. The tradition of our 
family was that as soon as I left school 
I was going to be married to a distant 
cousin – an arranged marriage. I was 
16 and I managed to get my father 
to agree to let me go to college for a 
year and delay it a bit. I didn’t want to 
marry someone I didn’t know. I met 
a Christian at college who helped 
me find a way out of it. I told them 
I was going to leave. I don’t think I 
understood the impact of what I did 
until much later.”

One day she decided to pack up her 
life of 17 years into two bags and leave. 
She couldn’t tell her parents… she just 
walked out of the house and got on a 
train to her new home. The Christian 
family she moved in with had been 
approached to take her in and opened 
up their house to other young girls 
and women in need – some fleeing 
domestic violence or other desperate 
struggles. They were an Indian family 
who had become Christians from the 
Sikh faith.

Miriam explained, “It was a 
complete change for me. Suddenly 
the way I lived, slept and ate had been 
taken away and I was in a completely 
different culture context. At least 
some of the food was similar. But God 

has lots of ways of working.  
I hadn’t left home to change my faith, 
but I lived with this family 24/7 and 
I couldn’t help seeing how they lived 
and what their faith meant to them. 
Rules of the house were that we had 
to attend Bible studies each week. I 
used to sit with my arms folded and 
just stare at them all. But gradually I 
began to see God as a loving father. 
There were always Christians around 
at the house, people from the church 
music group used to come and practice 
and there were small groups. I went to 
church and immediately met someone 
who was from my hometown. It felt 
like they had a connection to my past 
and I learnt to trust them. It still felt 
strange because I identified Christians 
with white people on TV and didn’t 
feel I was part of that… but gradually 
Christianity became my whole life.”

Although Miriam couldn’t return 
home, she was advised and informed 
the police after a few days and they 
told her parents she was safe, but they 
couldn’t tell them where she was. She 
admits her life has been under threat 
and she has been followed home 
from work on a number of occasions. 
Soon after leaving home she came 
within a few minutes of being found by 
members of her family who had traced 
her via her national insurance number 

SHUTTERSTOCK

f e at u r e

Costly discipleship
Jesus said, ‘take up your  
cross and follow me,’ so 
Christians shouldn’t be 
surprised that discipleship is 
costly and demands sacrifices. 
One UK woman had to make a 
choice between her family or 
her faith...
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by rachel farmer

THERE’S PAIN AND SORROW behind 
Miriam’s dark eyes, but laughter is 
never far away either as she talks 
about her childhood and how her 
decision to change faiths came at 
a high cost. Miriam* was born in 
Yorkshire after both her parents 
moved from India to the UK in the 
1960s. She was brought up in a Muslim 
family. She explained: “I didn’t really 
experience ethnic difference outside 
of school because the doctor, the 
chemist, the shopkeeper were all from 
within the same community – there 
was no one ethnically different –  
they were all the same as us. I felt  
very safe.”

Miriam said she always believed 
in God. “It’s just he was a God at a 
distance, who I was a bit scared of 
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President of the Diocese of 
Guadalcanal Mothers’ Union (MU), 
Edith Padavisu, said, “It is an honour 
to be a disciple in these islands, 
because not many women are given 
the privilege to lead, which allows 
one to live out their calling to be true 
disciples. Most women and girls are 
illiterate, so we provide basic literacy 
classes so that they can also enjoy 
reading and owning a bible and singing 
from their hymn books in church.” 

Pacific facilitator for the Anglican 
Alliance, Tagolyn Kabekabe said the 
practical work the churches have 
been doing reflected discipleship 
as they helped resettle people from 
lower lying islands to bigger, higher 
islands and also helped with providing 
basic supplies after natural disasters. 
She said, “There are challenges and 
joys in being a disciple in the islands. 
For me it’s hard to be taken seriously 
as a woman leading changes amidst 
new challenges like climate change 
discussions. People are beginning to 
come together and acknowledge that 
issues like climate change are real, that 
violence against women and girls is 
not Christ-like and must stop and that 
all people from different islands are 
one in Christ and all equal.”

SHUTTERSTOCK

MAKING PARISH VISITS in stormy 
seas is one of the major challenges 
for bishops and clergy in the Solomon 
Islands. Bishop of Guadalcanal, the 
Rt Revd Nathan Tome, part of the 
Anglican Church of Melanesia, said he 
looks to his local clergy to help build 
up members of the churches in their 
Christian faith. He explained,  

“I get to them once a year, but with the 
effects of climate change the weather 
is more unpredictable and the seas 
can suddenly become rough. It is 
sometimes hard to tell when is a good 
time to go.”

 In terms of discipleship, Bishop 
Nathan said they were trying to 
encourage a renewal of people’s faith 

– both how it is expressed spiritually 
and also through social action in the 
community. Dennis Kabekabe, former 
Education Secretary of the Anglican 
Church of Papua New Guinea and 
now mentoring members of the 
Agents of Change Programme in the 
region, said, “One of the difficulties 
is carrying out effective mission 
work in rural and remote areas of the 
many islands in the vast region. One 
member of a Religious Order has 
been providing sending-off prayers on 
an island-hopping boat.”

Discipleship by boat

feature

Bishop Nathan Tome

“One of the difficulties 
is carrying out effective 
mission work in rural  
and remote areas of the 
many islands”
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and would have harmed her if they 
had found her walking around the new 
area over 100 miles away. She has been 
back to see her parents once with her 
husband and daughter, on the advice of 
members of the “Church” but there can 
be no regular ongoing contact. Miriam 
said, “You don’t chose your natural 
family and we don’t chose our spiritual 
family either. I have a new family now 
and it’s the Church. I lost my identity 
when I left home, but I have found a 
new identity in Christ.”

Christians face persecution around 
the world, but Miriam said people seem 
to forget the persecuted church is here 
too, right on our doorstep. Therefore 
prayers for people within the UK are as 
important as further afield.

In Nigeria Christians pay the 
price in various ways...

According to one Nigerian priest, 
Joseph*, Islam is a triangle of political, 
social and economic points, so when 
someone leaves Islam they lose 
everything.  “I’m not from a Muslim 
background, but we had a convert who 
lost everything when he left the Islamic 
faith,” he said.

Persecution comes in various 
ways in Nigeria, he explained, “If you 
are a Christian in some universities it 
would be very difficult for you to get 
promoted. When I completed my Ph.D 
degree the department wanted me to 
be a part time lecturer and I was invited 
for interview with 14 others. I topped 
the list with my qualifications and 
experience, but I was not given the job. 
This was because I was a Christian.”

Joseph has seen Christians suffer 
physically for their faith. A few years 
ago in Wusasa village in Zaria they had 
a church member who was going to be 
killed by Muslim extremists. He said, 
“They wanted her to deny her faith. 
She told them, ‘you can slaughter me 
if you want, but I won’t deny my faith.’ 
She was saved when one of the group 
managed to get the weapons away from 
the others, but you can still see the knife 
cuts on her from the attack.” However, 
he said the persecution of Christians in 
the north had strengthened the faith of 
the younger people. “They have been 
denied access to promotion at work, 
properties and business but they still 
keep their faith. To the glory of the Lord, 
our engagements with one another has 
continued to build the culture of respect 
and peaceful coexistence though 
persecution is still being experienced.”

*Names changed for security reasons

Æ
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schools around the UK with schools 
in the Solomon Islands and Vanuatu.

The partnership is based 
on learning from each other, in 
areas such as climate change and 
custodianship, family and home 
life, cultural distinctiveness, music, 
drama and worship. Pupils each 
have pen pals and work on joint 
projects, while teachers share ideas 
and teaching resources. There has 
also been an exchange of teachers 
both ways, and children from several 
schools in the UK have visited their 
partnered schools in the Solomon 
Islands.

  Katie Drew said: “Through 
School Partnerships children can 
learn about what it means to be a 
Christian in another country. By 
sharing resources and ideas, both 
pupils and teachers can learn how to 
express their Christian beliefs and 
worship in a wider context.

“The Melanesian Mission has 
found that both parties of the school 
partnership benefit enormously 
from their new friendships and 
connections with Christians on the 

CHILDREN AND TEACHERS have 
been bridging cultural divides 
through a School Partnerships 
Programme between church 
schools in Melanesia and the UK – 
encouraging Christian discipleship 
and companionship. 

The Melanesian Mission has 
been bringing children and teachers 
from Anglican Church schools 9,000 
miles apart to learn and grow in 
faith together, writes Katie Drew,  
Executive Officer of the Melanesian 
Mission. School Partnerships twin 

School discipleship

other side of the world. Their faith can 
feel renewed and deepened.”

 One of the teachers at Tipton 
St John Church of England Primary 
School said, “Opportunities like this 
bring us closer together and break 
down barriers and stereotypes. One 
morning they showed a variety of 
photographs and gave the children 
various objects and costumes to hold 
and put on. We all enjoyed the lesson 
and the children were fascinated that 
they took off their shoes and put on 
indoor shoes or were barefooted in 
the classrooms. They taught us a lovely 
song with actions and we performed 
this to the school in the church. They 
were a pleasure to have in my class, 
their calmness and laid back attitude 
helped me to relax.”

Above: Lara and Erin, from Feniton 
Church of England Primary School 
present their school banner to 
their partnered school the Norman 
Palmer School, in Solomon Islands

Melanesia teacher Margaret Razak with pupils from Tipton St John Church of 
England Primary School, East Devon, on a field trip learning about water cycles

THE MELANESIAN MISSION UK
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to many, Carol said, “The most 
important thing is the bonding of 
teens and homeowners. A lot are 
lonely with no family.” One volunteer 
said the homeowner reminded her 
of her grandfather and by the end of 
the week he was telling her stories of 
his experiences in Vietnam. Another 
volunteer shared the pain of losing 
a son in an accident. “Loneliness 
and the feeling of abandonment are 
replaced during the week with joy,” 
Carol said.

The week wasn’t all work though, 
the young volunteers enjoyed 
relaxing and worshipping together, 
as well as walks, trips to the beach, 
pool parties, films and sometimes 
just watching the sunset over the 
river.

The Beach Towel Ministry is so 

“Loneliness and 
the feeling of 
abandonment are 
replaced during the 
week with joy”

successful there are plans to roll 
it out in other areas and let other 
young disciples show God’s love 
through serving others.

Above: They can fix it and
learning the trade
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HAVE BEACH TOWEL – WILL 
TRAVEL… Some 44 young people 
followed in the footsteps of the 
disciples last summer when they 
spent a week volunteering in 
beachside homes helping repair 
accommodation for the elderly and 
disabled and being the caring face of 
the Church in action.

The Revd Deacon Carol 
Eaton of St Peter’s by-the-Sea 
Episcopal Church in Swansborough 
explained that the team, drawn 
from surrounding dioceses, had 
converged on the town for the 
annual Beach Towel Ministry. Carol 
said, “It’s named because of the 
towel that Jesus wrapped around 
his waist and became a servant. Just 
like Jesus we become servants. We 
live near the coast so we call it Beach 
Towel Ministry. Each volunteer gets 
a beach towel.”

During the week the high school 
volunteers helped in practical ways 
at six sites, some repairing homes 
and building wheelchair ramps, while 
others power washed houses and 
landscaped gardens. Supervised by 
adults with construction experience, 
some also managed to redecorate 
rooms and refurbish bathrooms.

Although the practical work 
is important, providing a lifeline 

Disciples with 
beach towels 

Young people from Beach Towel Ministry

anglican youth

School discipleship
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by andy bowerman

The best decision anyone can ever 
Jeremiah 6.16 – This is what the Lord 
says; “Stand at the crossroads and 
look; ask for the ancient paths; ask 
where the good way is and walk in it, 
and you will find rest for your souls.”

I WONDER WHAT reflections 
you have from 2015? Another 
year with its share of joys and 
disappointments no doubt but were 
any of those moments life changing? 
Perhaps the loss of a loved one or 
when you finally reached a much-
desired goal or milestone? For me 
the standout moment will be the 
final agreement reached at COP 
21 in Paris in early December. This 
moment could indeed turn out to be 
life changing. Not just for me but for 
the whole world.

Many people had campaigned 
long and hard before the 
negotiations began, signing 
petitions, writing to government 
officials and joining prayer vigils 
and fasts through out the year. 
Hundreds of people decided to 
make the final weeks a pilgrimage 
of hope. Now I have always had 
something of a fascination with 
pilgrimages and I have over the 
years made one or two spiritual 

journeys of my own. There is 
something about time on the way 
that allows you to think and pray 
more deeply.

I joined the many thousands 
who headed to the French capital. 
For me this meant getting onto my 
bike, putting in some training and 
committing a few days outside of 
my usual routine. For others (and 
there were many) it meant 1000 of 
miles across seas, travelling alone or 
in groups, all with one goal – to see 
significant steps made in changing 
how we live so as to protect and 
steward the planet – all with hope 
in their hearts and a desire to see 
voices of the voiceless in fragile 
communities from around the world 
heard, listened too and acted upon.

It was a truly momentous 
gathering. From the moment we 
arrived you could sense the air 
of optimism, the belief that the 
prayers of the many might well have 
been heard. The final outcomes 
look very good on a paper. A desire 
to significantly lower increasing 
temperatures and a commitment to 
supporting those most vulnerable 
to the changing climate, however 
like such agreements it can be a 
long way from paper to action. 
That’s why when we stand at the 
crossroads of another New Year 
right across the Communion we 

need to continue to ask those in 
authority to fulfil the covenant that 
they have made. The pilgrimage 
continues as we seek to steward the 
earth. Perhaps we could all walk a 
little more and use the extra time 
to keep asking God to give us the 
vision and courage we need to keep 
lifting up the voices on the margins.
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“travelling alone or in 
groups, all with one goal 

– to see significant steps 
made in changing how 
we live so as to protect 
and steward the planet”

Climate crossroads

Lower: On the road to Paris

Below: Some of the team arrive in Paris 
for COP 21
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